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Children at Home 


The Way 
By Olga H. Hurley 


66 AN you baby-sit for us this after- 
noon, Elizabeth?” 

Elizabeth’s eyes shone. “I’ll ask Su- 
san; but I know she’ll let me.” 

There was nothing Elizabeth liked 
better than to baby-sit at the minis- 
ter’s house. They had a darling year- 
old baby. and a lovely home where 
Elizabeth was allowed to turn on the 
television, read their books, and get 
what she wanted from the refrigerator 
when she was hungry, just as if she 
really lived there. Now she ran in 
quickly to ask Susan while the minis- 
ter waited. 

Susan was Elizabeth’s grown-up sis- 
ter, who was trying hard to take their 
mother’s place in the home and care for 
their father, the two little boys, and 
Elizabeth. Elizabeth was thirteen. She 
had always been a happy child until 
three months ago when sorrow had 
come into her life. Her mother had 
been stricken with a sudden illness 
and, in spite of all the doctors could do 
and the fervent prayers of the many 
who loved her, God had taken her to 
be with Him. 

Elizabeth had felt that her heart 
would break. She missed her mother 
so much, and she hardened her heart 
against God who.had failed to answer 
her prayers and had allowed her to 
suffer this great loss. She had always 
been a deeply religious child and had 
tried to love God and be good. Now 
she felt that God was ‘cruel and she 
did not want to pray to Him or to go 
to church. She kept asking, “Why? 
Why?” The minister had. talked to her 
and tried to comfort her and to assure 
her of God’s continuing love, but Eliza- 
beth said, “If He loves me and had to 
do this to me, He could make me un- 
derstand why.” 

Yet, because the minister and his 
wife were kind to her and because she 
had come to love their baby since“ hav- 
ing him in her care so much, she was 
always glad when they asked her to 
baby-sit. 

Of course, Susan was willing for her 
to go, and soon. Elizabeth was ready 
and went off in the car with the min- 
ister. 

On the way he spoke to her gravely, 
“Elizabeth, I noticed that when we 
said the Lord’s Prayer in your class 
this morning, you did not bow your 
head or pray with us.” 

‘I won’t say, ‘Thy will be done,’” 
Elizabeth said stubbornly. “You say it 
was God’s will to take my mother. 
Why? I needed her more than He did.” 

“If you love God, Elizabeth, you must 
trust Him to do what is best.” 

Elizabeth looked straight at him. “I 
don’t love God any more,” she told 
him. : 

The minister sighed. “But God still 
loves you, my child, and He will find a 
way to make you understand.” 
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When they went into the house, the 


; baby began to smile as soon as he saw 


Elizabeth and he toddled as fast as his 
little legs would carry him into her 
arms. She said, “I do love this baby,” 
and hugged him. 

The baby’s mother came over and put 
her arms around both of them. 

“I’m so glad you could come, Eliza- 
beth. I hate having to leave the baby 
today because he is just a bit sick. The 
doctor left some medicine for him, 
and it is very important that he have it 
on time. At two-thirty. - I’ve measured 
it out here in this plastic cup—with 
orange juice. 

“He’ll probably fight you,” the min- 
ister’s wife said doubtfully. “He hates 
all medicine—this medicine especially.” 

“I can manage,” Elizabeth said con- 
fidently. 

The first thing the baby’s mother 
asked, when she and the minister got 
home several hours later, was whether 
the baby had taken his medicine. 

Elizabeth said, “Yes, Mrs. Arnold, I 
gave it to him at two-thirty just as 
you said, and I saw that he got all of 
it.” 

Elizabeth seemed unusually quiet and 
thoughtful, so that Mrs. Arnold won- 
dered if anything had gone. wrong. 

‘Did he give you a hard time?” she 
asked. 

“He certainly did,” Elizabeth said 
soberly. “He tried to slap it out of my 
hands and kept shutting his mouth and 
turning his head and kicking. I took 
him on my lap and tried to explain to 
him why he had to have it.” 

“He’s a little young for that,” said 
the minister, amused. 

“Finally I got him between my knees, 
held his hands and made him swallow. 
I’m afraid I had to be a little bit rough 
with him, but he did get his medicine.” 

“Good,” the minister’s wife said. 
“That’s the only way. He has a will of 
his own, that young man.” 

“He wouldn’t have a thing to do with 
me for the longest time afterward. He 
cried and cried, and he looked at me as 
if he thought I had been mean to him 
on purpose.” 

“He’ll get over it,” the minister said, 
“so don’t worry.” 

‘Do you think,” Elizabeth asked 
quietly, “that this was the way God 
took to show me?” 

The minister looked at her keenly. 
He saw that her lips were trembling, 
and he put his arm around her. 
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“What do you mean, Elizabeth?” he 
asked gently. 

“Well, it suddenly came to me while 
I was trying to make the baby under- 
stand that there was a reason for the 
bitter medicine. I’ve been sitting here 
thinking about it ever since.” 

“Thinking what, Elizabeth?” 

She said slowly, “There was no way 
that I could make the baby understand— 
no way at all. I love him and he loves 
me, but he had to trust me, too.” 

The tears were running down Eliza- 
beth’s cheeks #now, but she _ smiled 
through them, a sad brave little smile. 
“About my mother—maybe, like the 
baby, I am not able to understand; and 
it isn’t God’s fault any more than it was 
my fault that the baby couldn’t under- 
stand me. I just have to trust Him, 
because He is so far above me that 
there just isn’t any way to make me 
understand.” 

“I think He has found a way, Eliza- 
beth,” the minister said reverently. 
“Let us thank Him.” 
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He Restoreth My Soul 
By Harriet J. Kolton © 


FTTIMES a mist of thick 
murky doubt _ 

Bedims my troubled soul till nought 
is clear, 

And magnifies a paralyzing fear, 

Transmuting to. a moan my faith’s glad 
shout. 

Unnerved, the mind within, the hand 
without 

Become unfit for His blest service dear. 

My will is numb; my lonely spirit, sere; 

My foes stand gloating, mocking round 
about. 

Then suddenly the sureness of His Word 

Casts quick’ning light and makes my 
spirit whole. 

His personal command, which I have 
heard, 

Renews the bright incentive of a goal. 

By glimpse of Him in others I am 
stirred, 

And thus, in love, He doth restore my 
soul. 


and 


ve 


Get a Breath of Heaven 


When the world presses in upon us 
and trials and temptations are numer- 
ous, it is rewarding to turn to the last 
chapter of the Bible and read it through 
slowly and prayerfully. It breathes 
forth the atmosphere of Heaven and is 
like oxygen to a tired heart. All the 
judgments and wars of the Old Testa- 
ment are over, pain has gone, tears are 
dried, the great Tempter has been cast 
out forever, and God Himself reigns. 
There are no more broken hearts, no 
more suffering, no more sin. In the 
glorious, heavenly scene that is de- 
scribed, it can no more be said, “Truth 






“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us" 






forever on the scaffold, Wrong forever 
on the throne” (James Russell Lowell). 
The veil of flesh will be rent and we 


shall see Him face to face. There are 
no rivers on earth that can be described 
as that one is in the Celestial City: “A 
pure river of water of life, clear as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb.” And think of 
the tree of life, bearing twelve manner 
of fruits and yielding her fruit every 
month, whose leaves are for the healing 
of the nations! There “his servants 
shall serve him: and they shall see his 
face.” What a transformation it would 
make in all our service if we could 


we 


literally see his face!: There we shall 
work without fatigue and our memories 
will not play us tricks. We shall be 
able to express ourselves. clearly and 
converse freely with one another. Never 
shall we hear a police, fire, or ambu- 
lance siren, or see lame and blind beg- 
gars asking for help. This 22nd chapter 
of Revelation was given us for our 
comfort, like all Scripture, and it may 
be that we have not reveled in its re- 
freshing air as much as we might have. 
Here also is this wonderful promise: 
“And, behold, I come, quickly; and my 
reward is with me, to give every man 
according as his work shall be” (v. 12). 
And .as we see the literal morning star 
in the eastern sky in thé early morn- 
ings, we can look up with thanksgiving 
to the One who said, “I am the root 
and the offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning star” (v. 16). Then 
we shall be constrained to join the 


chorus of believers throughout the 
world saying, “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus.” 

we 


|. A Christmas Study of Old Testament | 
Scriptures 


By the late Ernest Gordon 


the first five chapters of Isaiah. 

Then come chapters 6 to 12, which 
contain the great evangelical predictions 
of Christmas time. 

Isaiah’s lips were purged for the great 
message. That message was, in the first 
instance, one of disaster. The nation of 
Judah was to be cut down as an oak 
tree because of its deadness and obsti- 
nacy. But in the stump, life would re- 
main, the holy seed (Isa. 6:13). 

This meant primarily the righteous 
remnant of Israel (cf. Ezra 9:2), but 
more specifically and essentially the 
Holy Seed of the Messianic promise in 
David’s line. It was “the most holy” 
of Daniel 9:24, the Anointed, It was 
“that holy thing” that was to be born 
of the Virgin Mary (Luke 1:35). He 
was the living essence, the root out of 
the dry ground, the life in the oak when 
the leaves had fallen. 

The line of the Holy Seed was the 
thread of Isaiah’s evangelical prophecy. 
It was the Virgin’s Seed of Isaiah 7:14, 
the royal seed of Isaiah 9:7, the root 
(that is, the seed) of the kingdom of 
Jesse’s Son to which the Gentiles would 
seek (Isa. 11:10). 

God’s promise through Isaiah that the 
holy seed should .continue in spite of 


St and judgment are the subjects of 


the vicissitudes of the time was a re- 
affirmation of his sevenfold promise to 
David by Nathan that the holy seed of 
the Davidic line should be established 
forever: “I will set up thy seed after 
thee, . . . and I will establish his king- 
dom” (2 Sam. 7:12). 

To cut off the Holy Seed, before it 
should appear, by destroying the an- 
cestral line was ever the program of the 
Enemy. Saul sought to slay David, 
Athaliah to blot out “the seed royal of 
the house of Judah” (2 Chron. 22:10), 
as Pharaoh planned at the beginning of 
Israel’s national history to liquidate any 
possible child of the royal line in Beth- 
lehem. In Isaiah 7 we have a similar 
incident. The House of David, deposit 
of the Messianic promise, was threat- 
ened by Rezin, king of Syria and Rem- 
aliah, king of Israel. “Let us go up 
against Judah [in which tribe the Mes- 
sianic line was to run], and vex it, and 
let us make a breach therein for us, 
and set a king in the midst of it, even 
the son of Tabeal” (v. 6). : 

This meant that the Messianic line 
was to be displaced by a heathen line. 
It was to be breached with the breach- 
ing of Jerusalem’s walls. 

But they were to be foiled. . Isaiah’s 
word (vv. 7, 8) to the king of Judah 


- 
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was, concerning this plot: 
stand, neither shall % come to pass. ... 
Within threescore and five years shall 
Ephraim be broken, that it be not a 
people.” Then he added significantly to 
Ahaz, “If ye will not believe, surely ye 
shall not be established” (v. 9), that is, 
in the Davidic line, according to the 
sevenfold promise of 2 Samuel.7:8-17 of 
an egtablished. house of David. In the 
prophecy of the divine Child in Isaiah 
9:7, the prophet again makes specific 


reference to Nathan’s promise, saying, 
“Of the increase of his government and _ 


peace there shall be no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, 
. to establish it.” 
And he gives a sign of the debacle 


that is to come on Judah’s enemies. .- 


Before a child could distinguish between 
foods, or cry, “My father, and my 
mother,” the hostile kings would be 
driven out; the riches of Damascus and 
the spoil of Samaria would fall to As- 
syria (Isa. 8:4).. And in the threatened 
Davidic line would appear a virgin’s 
Son as a luminous evening star with 


the name of Immanuel, “God with us.” ' 


The name Immanuel occurs only here 
in the Old Testament. In Isaiah 8:8, 
“the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel,” 
it is identified with the owner of the 
Holy Land, Jehovah. “The land shall 
not be sold for ever: for the land is 
mine,” said Jehovah to Israel (Lev. 25: 
23), and reproachfully in Jeremiah 2: 
7-and 16:18, “Ye defiled my land.” 

In .other words the true Virgin’s Son 
was, as Matthew rightly says, “God with 
us.” The Abrahamic covenant was of a 
seed and of a land. The sign of the 


Virgin in Isaiah 7:14 was. of a seed and - 


implicitly, in the name Immanuel, of a 
land. It was fulfilled when the Seed 
of the Virgin, Jesus-Immanuel, came 
into his-own land (John 1:11), for that 
is the literal translation. 

After disclosing the sufferings that 
were to come through the invasions of 
the time, the prophet sees through this 
darkness of’ contemporary history to 
what was.to-come in this very region 
when the Light of the World should ap- 
pear “in Galilee of the nations” (Isa. 
9:1). It was just here, as Mark said 
(1:15), that Jesus came saying, “The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand.” To those who dwelt 
in the shadow of death He was to bring 
light and immortality to light, harvest 
joy and harvest ingathering (as of the 
Gentiles), his easy yoke and light bur- 
den in place of crushing ones. Instead 
of armed tumult and bloody garments 
was to appear the Prince of Peace. 
The promise of the established throne 
of David’s line (Isa. 9:7) was to be ful- 
filled (“even for ever’) in Him who 
was Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 
’ Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. 

In the: tenth chapter of Isaiah, the 
prophet, after describing the punishment 
which is to come upon Israel because 
of Assyria, declares that “for yet a very 
little while, and the indignation shall 
” cease, . his burden shall be taken 
away from off thy shoulder, ‘and his 
yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke 
‘shall be destroyed because. of the 


“It shall not. 
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anointing” (Isa. 10:25-27); that is, be- 


cause of the anointed line of David cul- 


minating in Christ, the anointed Mes-— 


siah. -This line wag not to be broken 
by the Assyrian any more than by Rezin 
and .Pekah. The cities of Judah were 
to be pillaged and harried after the 
manner of modern German invasions, 
but it should be stopped at Nob outside 
of Jerusalem, the high-water mark of 
invasion. Then the conqueror should 
be cut down as a haughty monarch of 
the Lebanon forest. 

In contrast to this crashing tree is 
the rod out of the stem of Jesse, the 
Branch on which the Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest, permanently, not fleetingly as 
on the prophets. The Assyrian was 
“the rod of mine anger.” The rod of 
Jesse. was one of justice. It is “the rod 
of my mouth,” its strength being not 
in: violence but in the preached Word. 


(Continued on page 986) 








Notes on Open Letters 





Emims and Anakims 


I enjoyed the article that recently 
appeared re the age of Jericho and 
intend buying a couple of good books 
on archaeology. 

My first question is: Have any 
skeletons or'remains of the Emims or 
Anakims ever been found? (Deut. 2: 
10.) - 

My second question is: Does the 
word “divided” in Genesis 10:25 refer 
to a physical change in the eéarth’s 
land mass, or to a division or scatter- 
ing of ‘its peoples? Somewhere I 
have read that this refers to a physi- 
cal change in the earth as this seemed 
to be the meaning of the root word, 
or original word used.—An Alberta 
reader. 


The Editor submitted these questions 
to Dr. J. Barton Payne, associate pro- 
fessor of Old Testament, Wheaton Col- 
lege Graduate Schoo] of Theology, who 
replies as follows: 


Emim is the Moabite name: for Reph- 
aim (Deut. 2:11, A.S.V.), the aborigi- 
nes of Transjordan. The Rephaim were 
known as a generally tall people (v. 10); 
and they included some remarkable in- 
dividuals who were over 9 feet in 
height, such as Goliath, “son of Raphah” 
(2 Sam. 21:18, A.S.V. marg.), or Og 
(Deut. 3:11). Archaeology, however, 
has_ discovered: no oversized skeletons; 
and the Biblical contexts themselves 
indicate that these men were excep- 
tional, something like the “giants” in 
today’s circus side shows. The word 
“giant” in the King James Version of 
Deuteronomy 2:11, 20 is more correctly 
translated in the American Standard 
simply as the proper noun “Rephaim,” 
and many of them were probably what 
we would classify as of ordinary height. 
For archaeology. has shown that most of 
the ancient peoples of Palestine, prior 
to the improvements in agriculture that 
came with higher civilization, were gen- 
erally small in stature, not. much over 5 
feet. The discovery in Transjordan of 
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“Dolmens,” graves constructed by pre- 4 


historic peoples from tremendously 


large stones; does not require the peo- 
ple who were buried in them to have 


been of exceptional.size. 
The Anakim were aborigines of Ca- 


naan who lived in the area of Hebron, © 
in what was later central Judah. These. 


people too were of the Rephaim and 
were of more than average height (Deut. 
2:11, A.S.V.) Archaeological discov- 
eries in Egypt have confirmed the exist- 
ence of the. Anakim; for the Egyptians, 
shortly after 2,000 B.C., left records 
of several tribes of Anakim.that were 
counted among the enemies of Egypt. 
The Anakim, however, were not giants 
(Num. 13:33, K.J.V.), but, as the 
American Standard has more accurately 
rendered this verse, “of the Nephilim,” 
a primitive people of unknown char- 
acter (cf. the mention in Gen. 6:4, 
A.S.V. of Nephilim [= “violent men”?] 
prior to the Flood). 

The second question, on Genesis 10: 


25, concerns ‘the nature of the earth’s. 


division: “The name of one was Peleg 
(‘division’); for in his days’ was the 
earth divided” (from the Hebrew root, 
pilag, “divide’’). Liberal exegetes, 
such as John Skinner in the Interna- 
tional Critical Commentary, Genesis, 
have suggested that this refers. to a di- 
vision of the Semitic Eberites into north- 
ern (Peleg = Arameans or Syrians) and 
southern (Joktan — Arabs) branches. 
This, however, seems unlikely because 
if Peleg and Joktan were real men, as 
Scripture teaches, then a division of 
territories would not have taken place 
until long after their deaths, when their 
descendants would have had time to 
develop into major peoples. But Gene- 
sis 10:25 says that it was “in Peleg’s 
days” that the earth was divided. Also, 
Scripture suggests nothing about a di- 
vision of land between these two Eber- 
ite (Hebrew) branches. 

The same objection can be raised 
against the suggestion sometimes made 
that in Peleg’s days a physical change 
took place in reference to the earth’s= 
land mass: there is nothing in the con- 
text to indicate any such change at this 
point, some generations after the Flood. 
Furthermore, in the immediate context 
“the whole earth’ means the human 
population (Gen. 11:1) and not the land 
mass. Most conservative exegetes such 
as Keil, Delitzsch, or Leupold therefore 
relate the “division” to the confounding 
of the language of the earth’s human 
population at the tower of Babel, which 
resulted in their being divided and 
scattered abroad over the world (v..9, 
cf. Psa. 55:9). The crime of Babel took 
place at the time of Peleg; and a further 
confirmation appears in this, that it was 
with Peleg that the life span of man 
received its greatest proportionate re- 
duction, being cut almost in half (cf. 
Gen. 11:13, 15, 17 with 11:19, 21, 23). 
The drop in longevity seems to have 
been due to the increasing effect of sin 
(cf. Prov. 10:27), and Babel was one 


of the most extreme manifestations of 
human sin. The “division” of the earth 
in Peleg’s days seems probably to. have 
been that of the race at Babel. 
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Lesson for December 27 


|. Homely 


On the training of their children 


In THE Days OF BABYHOOD 


66 RAIN up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, 


he will not depart from it” 
(Prov. 22:6). So said Solomon, and so 
say we, at the age of more than three- 
score years and ten. ‘As a plant or tree 
is trained, so will it grow; and as a child 
is nurtured, so too will he respond to 
our prayers and labor. As Christian 
parents, we have a right to claim the 
promises of God’s Word: “I will... be 
a God unto thée, and to thy seed after 
thee” (Gen. 17:7); and, “The generation 
of the upright shall be blessed” (Psa. 
112:2). But if the promises of God are 
to be fulfilled, they must be claimed and 
received by faith; “for how many soever 
be the promises of God,” they are all 
“unto the glory of God through us” (2 
Cor. 1:20, A.S.V.). 

Let Christian mothers take to heart 
the story of Eli, whose “sons made 
themselves vile, and he restrained them 
not” (1 Sam. 3:13). To a mother is 
committed an arduous task, but far- 
reaching in its results; for as she molds 
the character of her child, so in turn, 
as that child grows up, will he influence 
another generation, and so on to eter- 
nity. Shall our children have reason to 
bless us for the bias of their inclinations, 
or shall they live to curse our careless- 
ness and indulgence? 


Gop Is on Our SDE 


In the training of children we have 
God on our side if we are desirous that 
they may “glorify God, and . . . enjoy 
him for ever.” As soon, therefore, ex- 
pectant mother, as you know that an- 
other life is to be given you, pray that 
that life may be His from its ear- 
liest breathings. Remember that your 
thoughts and actions are making im- 
pressions that will influence ‘another 
soul throughout eternity. Do not yield 
to indolence because of malaise (dis- 
comfort); but brace yourself up to effort 
for the sake of your child, and pray 
much for his salvation, and that God 
may train him, even though you are the 
feeble instrument. Let us be like Han- 
nah, who could say, “For this child I 
prayed” (1 Sam. 1:27). 

The writer of these lines remembers 
one day being much burdened with the 
sense of responsibility in bringing up 
her children, and how, feeling her own 
insufficiency, she went to the Lord to 
cast her burden upon Him and seek the 
fulfillment of the promise: “If any of 
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him” (Jas. 1:5), when to her was given 
that sweet promise, “They shall be mine 
... in that day when I make up my 
jewels” (Mal. 3:17). 

’ As soon as the child is born, the mold- 
ing begins. Be punctual and: methodical 
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This is the first of a series of three 
articles taken from a booklet pub- 
lished many years ago by Morgan & 
Scott, London, and long since out of 
print. It was written by Mrs. Amelia 
Broomhall, mother of ten children 
and sister of Hudson Taylor, founder 
of the China Inland Mission. Some 
references in the booklet are out of 
date today, such as allusions to 
nursemaids and nurseries in the 
home. But Mrs. Broomhall’s wise 
counsel on child training is sound 
and good. If any are inclined to re- 
ject.it as being old-fashioned and 
out of date, let them remember the 
alarming state of disobedience and 
lawlessness in many homes today 
and also that Mrs. Broomhall got 
results. She was able to say, when 
she wrote, that all of her ten sons 
and daughters were living and serv- 
ing the Lord. The series wiil be 
continued in the next two issues, but 
the Times has no plans for reprint- 
ing the articles in booklet form. 








in all you do for him; anticipate his 
wants; do. not let him cry for food 
(every mother should be systematic in 
feeding her child); and unless in pain, 
do not unnecessarily carry him about, 
for if you do, he will be unwilling to lie 
and play in his cot. 

At the proper bedtime, babies should 
be laid down awake and left to go to 
sleep; and even though they cry, they 
soon learn that it is of no use. They 
should not be taken up again except in 
case of sickness. I know mothers who 
have followed the course suggested, and 
have had their evenings quite free from 
the time baby was. put to bed; while 
others have stayed in the room till the 
child went to sleep, and even then have 
been listening and running up and down 
stairs the whole evening! 


WILL THE CHILD BE A Joy oR A Worry? 


Thus much depends on the first few 
weeks whether the child is to be a joy 
or a worry to both parents. Hush its 
cries. Have you not seen children open 
their mouths and bawl on the slightest 
provocation? Teach it to cry softly, 
and continue this as it grows older, and 
you and all around will feel the benefit; 
and to quote Mrs. Susannah Wesley: 
“That most odious noise, the crying of 
children, will never be heard in the 
house.” 

Accustom yourself quite early to put 
his little hands together and audibly 
pray, “Lord Jesus, bless my little boy, 
and teach him to be good.” And oh, 
young mother, early “let him see thee 
talking to thy God,” as Martin Tupper 
says in. his incomparable “Proverbial 
Philosophy.” ; 

Let me refer to my own experience. 
I made it a rule to take my children, 





(5) 973 


Hints to Young Mothers 


By AMELIA BROOMHALL 


one at a time, into my room; and hav- 
ing been: careful to see that they were 
comfortably seated—for how can any- 
one, least of all a child, be quiet unless 
comfortable?—I would say, “I am going 
to talk to Jesus,” and then, before my 
child, would. pour out my soul to Him. 
Oh, how precious are the memories of 
little pinafores lifted to wipe my eyes, 
for the tears often flow when in real 
communion with God; or the sound of 
sweet little voices saying, “Don’t cry, 
Mother.” 

Many times Mother had to say: “Lord, 
I am very weak and ignorant. I want 
to teach my children to love Thee, but 
I do not know how. Lord, teach me.” 
Or, if I had been: impatient in their 
presence, I would not hesitate to ask 
God, before them, to forgive me and 
make me more patient in the future. 
Every little detail was taken to God, 
and many secret cares thus entered into 
their knowledge, and they learned “to 
carry everything to God in prayer.” 
Distinctly do I remember one who used 
to pull my dress, and say, “Mother, let 
us go and talk to Jesus.” 


LESSONS IN FAITH 


One pleasing incident is still fresh in 
my memory. Christmas was drawing 
near, and one of the little ones said to 
her father, “How can I earn some money 
to spend on Christmas boxes?” The 
father replied, “I do not know, my 
child; but when Uncle wants money, 
he asks the Lord for it.” The father 
went his way. That afternoon he un- 
expectedly called upon an aunt, who 
said to him, as he was leaving, “Here, 
take this sovereign and divide it among 
the children.” He was struck with the 
occurrence, and when he got home and 
found the children had gone to bed, he 
went upstairs and said to the child in 
question: “ 

“Do. you remember our conversation 
about money today?” 

“Yes, Father,” replied the child. 

“Well, darling, did you ask the Lord 
for some?” 

“Yes, Father.” 

“Now, see how soon the Lord has an- 
swered. I saw Aunt L— today, and 
she has given me a sovereign to divide 
among you, and your share is so much.” 

There was joy in those young hearts | 
that evening; and as soon as Father had 
left the room, listening at the door he 
heard one say, “Is not the Lord good to 
answer so quickly?” and all jumped out 
of bed to thank Him. What a lesson 
for those young lives in prayer and 
faith, afterwards to be practiced on a 
larger scale. 

Years ago, friends used to say, “Oh, 
you have the burden on your hands 
now, but as they grow older the care 
falls on the heart.” But I thank God 
my children have grown up to be an 


(Continued on page 976) 
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A Sineey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





NEW, Powerful Radio Transmit- 

_ ter in Monte Carlo.—Mr. Paul E. 

Freed, president of the Voice of 
Tangier,- made public in October the 
construction of a new 100,000 watt mis- 
sionary radio transmitter in Monte 
Carlo, for broadcasting the Christian 
message to Russia and other countries 
in twenty-eight languages. The new 
voice, Trans World Radio, will be one 
of the most powerful in the world, 
beaming an estimated 1,600,000 watts of 
effective radio power with the aid of 
five giant curtain-type antennas to be 
constructed on the high bluffs of Mon- 
aco overlooking the Mediterranean Sea. 

Trans World Radio is an extension of 
the present facilities of the Voice of 
Tangier which has been broadcasting 
the Gospel from Tangier, Morocco, for 
six years. A Moroccan governmental 
edict last May threatened to prohibit 
the Voice of Tangier, along with other 
radio stations, from broadcasting over 
Tangier transmitters after December 31, 
1959. 

Mr. Freed states that “negotiations 
are now being conducted to continue 
the radio broadcasts after this dead- 
‘ line. However, we are not worried 
about the results since the new Monte 
Carlo transmitter will be forty times 
more powerful than the one at Tangier 
and nearly one thousand miles closer 
to Russia. Our objective is to reach 
‘the Russian people and others with a 
strong signal which cannot be over- 
powered by neighboring frequencies or 
radio interference.” 

About jamming, Mr. Freed says, “The 
political broadcasts of the Voice of 
America, Radio Free Europe, and the 
British Broadcasting Corporation have 
been jammed consistently by Russia’s 
nearly five hundred jamming stations. 
But so far they have not interfered 
with our nonpolitical, Bible-centered 
programs.” 


Bibles for Troubled Areas in New 
York.—Dr. David Fant, secretary of the 
New York Bible Society, has announced 
that 5,000 Bibles, 10,000 Testaments, and 
25,000 Scripture portions in English, 
Spanish, and Italian have been allocated 
for distribution in those areas of New 
York City where juvenile delinquency 
has been so prominent lately, and where 
there is such racial tension. Dr. Fant 
said: “We do not expect to solve the 
juvenile delinquency problem overnight 
with this program, but with a Bible put 
into the hands of every parent in every 
home on every block of these troubled 
areas, the prospects of a peaceful and 
Christian solution are brighter.” 


Protestant Trial in Madrid.—During 
the first week of October, as this. ma- 
terial is being compiled, a trial is tak- 
ing place in Madrid, Spain, the result 
of which will be eagerly awaited by 





all Protestants who believe in freedom 
for proclaiming the Gospel. The de- 
fendant in the trial is the Rev. Jose 
Nunez, who is accused of breaking into 
his chapel after it had been closed and 
sealed by the authorities. The chapel 
had been officially authorized in 1949, 
and Nunez said he thought, therefore, 
that the holding of services was per- 
mitted. He does not know who ordered 
the closing. The prosecution is asking 
for a sentence of three months in jail 
and a fine amounting to $42. The re- 
port in the New York Times states that 
when Mr. Nunez’s lawyer cited Article 
VI of the Spanish Bill of Rights, to the 
effect that “no one will be molested for 
his religious beliefs nor in the private 
exercise of his religion,” the judge told 
him to confine his comments to the 
actual case. 


This congregation is a member of the 
Spanish Baptist Union, which has forty- 
five churches within the Spanish bound- 
aries. Nothing in the trial gave any 
indication of the reason why the chapel 
was closed. The article points up the 
fact that “abrupt and unexplained 
closings of Protestant chapels are not 
uncommon. Often they arise from com- 
plaints by Roman Catholics that efforts 
are being made to attract converts. 
Non-Catholic churches are supposed to 
confine their activities to caring for 
existing Protestants.” 

Of a total population of about 
30,000,000 in Spain today, there are only 
30,000 Protestants, or one per one thou- 
sand population; and of these, approx- 
imately ten per cent are Baptists. 


The Wycliffe Bible. Translators will 
celebrate its twenty-fifth anniversary 
during the closing months of 1959 and 
the early part of 1960. Some very in- 


, teresting statistics are set forth in an 


attractive brochure announcing the oc- 
casion. It is now believed, as a result 
of intensive linguistic research, that 
there are between three and five thou- 
sand languages and distinct dialects 
spoken in the world today. Of these, 
only 1,127 have any written portion .of 
the Word of God; the other 2,000 or 
more languages have never been 
reached by missionary translators. Some 
of these peoples live in extremely iso- 
lated areas; others are hemmed in by 
barriers of political and religious op- 
-position; still others are indifferent, and 
in some cases “language work has 
proved too difficult for untrained mis- 
sionaries.” 


From its beginning in 1934, when 
two students initiated the Wycliffe 
movement, over four thousand mission- 
aries have received linguistic training 
through the Wycliffe program. At the 
present time fifty mission boards are 
benefiting from this work. . Today the 
organization has 875 active missionaries 
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among 200 tribes, and has already trans- 
lated portions of Scripture in 100 lan- 


guages, with 7 complete New Testaments ° 


and 10 more Testaments undergoing re- 
vision. A.strong radio program. has 
been developed, and aircraft is exten- 
sively used in four different countries. 


Protestant Missions and Idolatry in 
Japan.—In October a six-day convention 
was held in Tokyo celebrating the cen- 
tennial of the coming: of Protestant 
missionaries to Japan. Among the resolu- 
tions passed on this occasion, referred 
to as “our testimony for the coming 
second century of Protestant missions 
here,” are two that remind us of the 
repentance of Israel when in exile, as 
in Daniel 9: 

“During the past one hundred years, 
we as Christians in many respects came 
short of the Scriptural command to 
put .away all idolatry as individuals 
and as a nation. As we reflect on this, 
we repent of our sin. 

“In accordance with the command of 
the Holy Scriptures, we love our nation 
and earnestly desire that Japan may 
become a nation where obedience to 
the only God and the authority of 
Christ is the State principle. Hence- 
forth, we will endeavor with all our 
might to guard against the mistake of 
introducing the elements of pagan re- 
ligion into any state-related affairs and 
seek to eliminate all such elements.” 


Alcoholism’s Cost in France.—A 
cabled release dated Paris, October 2, 
says that alcoholism is now costing the 
French nation $500,000,000 a year. The 
government there is so disturbed about 
this that it is sponsoring a poster pro- 
gram. pleading with fathers to abandon 
their addiction to alcoholic beverages 
for the sake of their children. This past 
year, as many as 14,870 persons were 
admitted to psychiatric hospitals. in 
France suffering from alcoholic psy- 
choses. Surveys conducted by an of- 
ficially appointed committee reveal that 
the majority of French people consume 
between one and two quarts of alco- 
holic beverages every day, principally 
red wine. It is estimated that between 
four and five million French people, or 
one-tenth ‘of the nation’s population, 
are engaged in the production of wine 
and other alcoholic beverages. Ten per 
cent of the nation’s revenue goes for the 
purchase of wine and _ spirits, and 
twenty-three per cent of the average 
family budget for food and drink is 
spent in the same manner. The com- 
mittee is constantly attacking, as they 
rightly say, “the myth advanced by 
pro-alcoholic publicity of alcohol as the 
source of health, happiness, and 
strength.” 


Radio Listeners in Japan.—dQualified 
authorities estimate that there are now 
14,000,000 radios in Japan. With an 
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’ Lesson for December 27 


average of five listeners to a set, this 
means that 80 per cent of Japan’s total 
population of 91,000,000 can be reached 
via Christian radio broadcasting. The 
Rev. Akira Hatori, a graduate of Fuller 
Theological ‘Seminary, a man with a 
burning heart for souls but with a very 
frail body, head of the Pacific Broadcast- 
ing Association, claims a total listening 
audience of between five and six mil- 


‘lion people for its Gospel broadcasts. 


These ‘broadcasts go out over fifty- 
seven of the eighty-eight radio stations 
of that land. 


A survey of the world refugee prob- 
lem has just been published by the 
International Catholic Migration Com- 
mission in which it is noted that there 
are 3,150,000 “international refugees,” 
that is, refugees who came from their 
own country to other countries without 
having settled down there definitely, 
and 24,430,000 “national refugees,” per- 
sons expelled from one part of their 
country to another part, or persons who 
for one reason or another were forcibly 
transferred to countries consisting of 
citizens of the respective kind. The 
total of these two groups is approxi- 
mately 27,600,000. Of this number, 
3,000,000 are Korean refugees in South 
Korea, 7,000,000 are Pakistan refugees, 
and—the figure that surprised me most 
—12,000,000 German expellees and ref- 
ugees. 


Does Public School Prayer Violate 
Constitutional Rights?—If I am not mis- 
taken, I called attention in these col- 
umns some months ago to a court case 
in New York City in which some Jew- 
ish citizens had asked that morning 
prayers in public schools in the New 
York area be discontinued as a vio- 
lation of constitutional rights. In a 
forty-six page opinion handed down by 
Justice Bernard S. Meyer, the ruling is 
made that the first amendment to the 
Constitution does not prohibit the non- 
compulsory saying of a nondenomina- 
tional prayer. He added that neither 
teachers nor any school authority, how- 
ever, on such participation could re- 
quire that any posture or language be 
used during the school periods. Chil- 
dren can be excused from the room 
during prayer. The prayer that was 
recommended for use in public schools 
by the unanimous vote of the Board 
of Regents, is as follows: 
God, we acknowledge our dependence 
on Thee, and we beg Thy blessing upon 
us, our parents, our teachers, and our 
country.” Even with this decision, the 
executive director of the Civil Liberties 
Union said that an appeal would be 
made to have this decision reversed 
by the Appellate Division of the State 
Supreme Court. 


One of the most insulting advertise- 
ments of church services that I have 
seen for a long time appeared in a 
Pasadena daily newspaper, inserted by 
the Foot Hill Society for Ethical Cul- 
ture. The first two lines, in large black 
type, read as follows: “Why Teach Your 
Children What You No Longer Believe 
Yourself?” This gives a totally wrong 
impression to thousands of people who 
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will read this advertisement, but who 
never attend divine services. They will 
interpret this, and probably be glad to 
interpret it, as meaning that Christians 
still teaching the Word of God are 
doing so insincerely and without con- 
viction. For the most part this does 
not happen to be true. There are lit- 
erally thousands of teachers in South- 
ern California who always come before 
their pupils on the Lord’s Day with a 
deep conviction that the Bible is indeed 
the Word of God. 


Church Enrollment Complacency.— 
As most people today are aware, the 
total number of members of religious 
organizations and churches in our coun- 
try has reached the amazing figure of 
almost 110,000,000, a 5 per cent rise 
over the preceding year, and represent- 
ing 63 per cent of our entire population. 
While the number of Jews in this.coun- 
try remained unchanged, 5,500,000, Prot- 
estants gained 2.8 per cent, while the 
Roman Catholics increased 10 per cent. 
We must beware of becoming proud or 
puffed up over these phenomenal sta- 
tistics, and we must not conclude that 
this represents any real resurgence in 
our country of a love for and a true 
following of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I was speaking this summer in Lon- 
don with one of the outstanding con- 
servative preachers of Great Britain, 
who made a remark to me that I would 
like to pass on for whatever it is worth. 
I was speaking to him of the apparent 
religious impoverishment of London as 
a whole at the present time, and ‘in 
acknowledging Britain’s great need of 
revival, he said, “I wouldn’t be a bit 
surprised if we here in Great Britain 
are nearer to a revival than you are in 
America. Your church enrollments are 
up, and many of your churches are full 
on the Lord’s Day, whereas here, so 
many of our great denominations are 
declining in membership and many of 
our churches are comparatively empty. 
But you have a sense of satisfaction 
that all is well, while we are aware 
that with us all is not well, and there- 
fore, we are cast upon God for a true 
revival. which we so desperately need 
and we are earnestly praying for that.” 


Christian Witness in China and Aus- 
tralia.—In the Prayer. Helpers’ Newslet- 
ter is the following brief summary of 
the situation in China: “Conditions of 
witness are becoming more and more 
difficult in China and there are prob- 
ably now no open Christian meetings 


‘of any kind in Chinese universities. 


There: may be secret Bible study and 
prayer meetings, but probably almost 
everything is now left to personal wit- 
ness. Even church attendance is often 
very difficult indeed owing to compul- 
sory activities on Sundays. Pray for 
the maintenance of Quiet Times and for 
encouragement for lonely Christians 
and those facing big sacrifices for the 
maintenance of their Christian faith 
and life. To be a definite Christian 
excludes one from many careers.” 

This same folder, a publication of 
Inter-Varsity Fellowship, comments as 
follows on the work of the Rev. Howard 
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Guinness in Australia, who, with other 
members of the LV.F. in that country, 
is engaged in follow-up work for the 
Billy Graham Crusade. “There are over- 
whelming numbers of seekers and 
many young converts. At one recent 
confirmation service in Sydney, Arch- 
bishop Gough confirmed over three 


- hundred adults, many of them helped 


in this campaign.” 


Recordings of the Talmud.—The 
American organization known as the 
National Bas-Kol Talmudic Association 
is now in the process of producing 
playing records of the Talmud. The 
organizing genius, Rabbi P. M. Teitz, 
dean of the Jewish Educational Center 
of Elizabeth, N. J., states that the aim 
is “to teach the Talmud through records 
to those who may not understand Yid- 
dish and to those who live in isolated 
parts of the world where they have no 
contact with Jewish life.” These long- 
playing records have thus far only been 
produced in English and Yiddish but 
there are plans now for producing the 
same work in Hebrew, French, and 
Spanish. During his recent visit to 
Europe, the well-known rabbinical 
scholar has been negotiating with vari- 
ous radio stations to inaugurate a 
weekly broadcast such as he has been 
carrying on in this country, known as 
“the Talmudic Seminar of the Air.” 


The Danger of Mass Neuroses.— 
Speaking before the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science, Dr. L. 
Harrison Matthews, director of the So- 
ciological Society of London, declared 
that unless the tempo of life slackened 
in the next few years, the populations 
of the United States and Europe, also, 
might suffer a catastrophic crash be- 
cause of mass neuroses. He said that 
the pace of modern civilization was 
producing a- group of symptoms be- 
cause of “the essentially unsatisfying, 
aimless and materialist outlook of mod- 
ern life.” This situation, he said, will 
be accelerated as the population of civi- 
lized countries continues tq grow. 


Jewish Populations—An article in 
the Jewish Chronicle, “Some Very Vital 
Statistics,” sets forth several interesting 
conclusions. The author, Mr. Charles 
Solomon, asserts that “there are, to: be. 
frank, no reliable statistics about the 
size of the Jewish population of this 
country (Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland), no trustworthy figures relat- 
ing to our natural increase or decrease.” 
By a careful study of the family an- 
nouncements appearing each week in 
the Jewish Chronicle, Mr. Solomon es- 
timates that the deaths of Jews in Great 
Britain annually considerably outnum- 
ber the births. 

After a minute examination of the 
first names given to newborn Jewish 
children, the author finds that “of the 
ten most popular boys’ names, fewer 
than one-half are of Hebrew origin; 
the girls do a little better, but not 
much. Where are’ the patriarchs and 
names famous in Biblical history? 
Hardly an Abraham, or Isaac, or Jacob, 
an Israel or Moses.” 
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(Continued from page 973) 
unspeakable joy and comfort; and with 
the Apostle John I can say, “I have no 
greater joy than to hear that my chil- 
dren walk in truth” (3 John 4). 

The occasion of baptism, or dedi- 
cation, if observed, should not be merely 
formal, but a time of real consecration, 
when the children are brought to Christ 
as truly as the Jewish mothers brought 
their infants to Him when He said, 
“Suffer little children .. . to come unto 
me” (Matt. 19:14). And as Queen 
Esther availed herself of her near ap- 
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proach at the banquet of the king, and 
responded to his request—“What is thy 
petition? and it shall be granted thee” 
(Esther 5:6),—so let the holy occasion 
of gathering around the Lord’s Table be 
a time for seeking blessing on the family. 
Bring your children by name before 
the Lord, and ask for the conversion of 
each one; and let faith lay hold upon 
the promise: “What things soever ye 
desire, when ye pray, believe that ye 
receive them, and ye shall have them” 
(Mark 11:24). 
(To be continued) 


The Remarkable Conversion of a Jew 


How Kurt Weiss, a Jewish refugee, found Christ 


T WAS in 1942, during a visit to Okla- 

homa City, that a friend told me 
about. a refugee Jewish student who 
was enrolled in Oklahoma Baptist Uni- 
versity at Shawnee, Okla., and asked 
me to get in touch with him. 

That night I lay wide awake with 
troubled thoughts: Here am I, a Jew, 
whose life was dedicated to the preach- 
ing of the Gospel of Christ to my own 
people, while there in Europe a nation 
calling itself Christian has launched out 
on a campaign of total annihilation of 
the Jewish people, and the Christian 
world calmly watches the most un- 
speakable atrocities, and only a small 
minority voice a protest against these 
horrible crimes, or have a few words of 
compassion for the Jewish victims. 

In those horrible days, I was often 
taunted by my people with, “Where is 
your religion of love that you have been 
preaching to us?” “Why don’t you go 
to Germany and preach to those mur- 
derers? They are the ones who need 
it.” It was extremely difficult to make 
them understand that the people guilty 
of such crimes were betrayers of Christ 
Himself; that had they been true to 
His teaching, they would have shown 
love and compassion for His own breth- 
ren. 

I awoke the following morning re- 
solved to go and see that Jewish stu- 
dent and do all I could to comfort him. 
Outside it was bitterly cold, with snow 
and sleet. Radio broadcasts were warn- 
ing drivers to keep off the highways, 
and that some of’ the roads were im- 
passable. and all were hazardous. I 
called several people, and finally one 
agreed to drive me the fifty miles to 
Shawnee, saying, “If you are willing to 
risk your life, so am I.” And off we 
went. The good Lord was with us and 
we arrived safely at Oklahoma Baptist 
University. 

I had no difficulty in locating the 
refugee student. My reception was an- 
other matter, however. Instead of be- 
ing glad to meet someone from his own 
native .Austria and expressing his ap- 
preciation of my having made that 
hazardous trip to see him, he became 
quite angry and burst out with, “I am 
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not interested in changing my religion 
and do not care to discuss anything 
with a renegade, an apostate, nor do I 
care to have anything to do with that 
man [Christ], who is responsible for all 
the suffering of our people, whose fol- 
lowers have murdered my relatives and 
robbed me of almost all that is near 
and dear to me.” 

In vain did I try to show him that the 
perpetrators of those awful crimes 
against our people were not Christians, 
that they were as much anti-Christian 
as they were anti-Jewish, that they had 
not only tried to discredit the Old Testa- 
ment teachings, but soon realized that 
the New Testament was as much Jewish 
as the Old, and so had decided to dis- 
credit it also, and in its place had sub- 
stituted a Bible of their own. I called 
his attention to the difference between 
these “Christians” and the ones there at 
the school who had so warmly received 
him. “Your early Jewish training and 
the behavior of so-called Christians have 
given you a false and distorted concep- 
tion of Christ,” I told him. 

But it seemed that the soul of this 
young man had been deeply wounded, 
making him hard and bitter toward any 
form of Christianity. He reminded me 
that the Germans were not the only 
people who had mistreated the Jews, 
but that the adherents of the church 
had been persecuting them for centu- 
ries. I told him that I could sympathize 
with him, that some of my own rela- 
tives had been imprisoned in concen- 
tration camps and were no _ doubt 
murdered, but that I do not hold Christ 
responsible for it. I also reminded him 
that I had endangered my life by driv- 
ing over icy roads just to see him, and 
that, if I had not felt a deep love for 
him, I would never have undertaken 
the journey. I begged him to try to 
forget the bitter memories and begin 
life anew in this country. ; 

Before I left, his furious belligerency 
had abated considerably and he was a 
bit friendlier. I left with him some 
literature, urging him to study it care- 
fully along with the Old and New Testa- 
ments, especially the prophecies con- 
cerning the Messiah that were fulfilled 
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in Christ Jesus. I assured him that, not- 


withstanding his attitude toward me, I. 


would be glad at any time to be of help. 

Before leaving the university I talked 
further with some of the teachers and 
the students who had been praying 
even while I talked with the young 
man, asking them to go out of their 
way to be kind and understanding to- 
ward him, reminding them that there 
are no barriers that love cannot break 
down. 

All the way back I was claiming the 
Lord’s promise, “My word .. . shall not 
return unto me void” (Isa. 55:11), and 
asking Him to have mercy on that 
brokenhearted youth and to change his 
bitterness and hate into joy and love. 
And somehow I had the assurance that, 
in spite of the seeming failure of my 
mission, the seed sown would bear glo- 
rious fruit. 

For several years I kept in touch 
with him indirectly through friends at 
the university. Later, our contact was 
more direct. With keen interest I 
watched his progress step by step on 
the way to Christ. Imagine my joy 
when I learned that he had finally 
taken the last step by openly confessing 
and accepting Christ as his Saviour. 
Thanks be to the Lord for answering 
prayer in behalf of this Jewish soul. 
Let us pray that this dear friend will 
continue to grow as a luminous star, 
increasing in brilliancy as the years go 
by. 

Some of you may be wondering, Who 
is Kurt Weiss? 

Kurt Weiss was born in Graz, Austria, 
on March 22, 1923. His father, Dr. Al- 
fred Weiss, was a skilled physician and 
highly esteemed citizen. The Weiss 
family had a fine orthodox background 
and in that environment Kurt was 
reared. Thus, between his sixth and 
tenth years, he attended the Jewish 
parochial school, but later went to the 
general high school for five years—un- 
til Hitler invaded Austria in March, 
1938. His Gentile schoolmates, who had 


done all they could to make his life 


miserable ‘before Hitler, now went to 
greater extremes, so that in June of 
that year he had to stop attending high 
school. 

On November 10, 1938, following the 
murder of a German attache in Paris 
by an avenging Jewish youth, all Jews 
under the German rule were rounded 
up and imprisoned in retaliation. That 
night the synagogue of Graz was 
burned, and at five o’clock in the morn- 
ing the Gestapo broke into the Weiss 
home and arrested his father. Two hours 
later, they came back and took fifteen- 
year-old Kurt to jail. Two days later, 
the boy was sent to the notorious con- 
centration camp at Dachau. Some 
weeks later he was released. At that 
time Germany was careful to avoid 
antagonizing too greatly the then lib- 
eral world. ° 

Young Kurt stood bewildered at the 
Dachau railway station, waiting for a 
miracle to happen. And it did in the 


form of a Jew coming his way and giv- 
(Continued on page 987) 
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‘International Uniform Lesson 


LESSON 13. DECEMBER 27. GOD, OUR HELP 
Acts 12; printed text, verses 1-12 
“Golden Text.—Casting all your care upon hie; for he careth for you.—1 Pet. 5:7 




























8 And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on ° 
thy sandals.. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast 
thy garment ‘about thee, and follow me, go pt 

9 And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it 
was true which was ‘dome by the angel; but thought he saw 
a vision. 

10 When they were past the first and the second ward, they 
came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city;. which 
opened to them of his own accord: and they’ went out, and 
passed on through one street; and forthwith the angel de- 
parted from him. 

11 And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I 

-know of a surety; that the Lord. hath sent his angel, and 
hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all. 
the expectation of the people of the Jews. 

12 And when he had considered the thing, he came to the. 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
_ Acts 12:1 Now dbout that time Herod the hing stretched 
forth-his hands to vex certain of the church. — 

2 And he killed James the brother of John with.the sword. 

3 And: because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded 
further to take, Peter also. (Then were the days of un- 
leavened bread.) 

4 And when he had. apprehended him, ‘he put him in 
prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to 
keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the 
people. 

5. Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was- 
made without ceasing of: the church unto God for him. 

6 And when Herod. would have. brought him forth, the 
same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound 
with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the 


cell. 








. prison. 
7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, ond 

a light shined in the prison: and hé smote Peter on the side; 
and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains 


fell off from his hands. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
‘By -C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. . 


Approach to the Lesson 
IMON PETER’S predicament was 
S severe. His chances of survival 
seemed very slim indeed. 

Herod,: king of Palestine, was a cruel 
and effective foe. The Herodian line 
was known for its infamy, and he was 
no exception. He was aggressive and 
determined to have his way. Note that 
when his plot against Peter was foiled, 
he did not hesitate to order the death 
of the prison guards (Acts 12:19).. ; 


Determined to unify his kingdom, - 


Herod was eager to please.the Jews by 


eliminating any disruptive elements. He © 


regarded the. church as divisive: and 


‘ concluded that its leaders must be liqui- 
dated. Peter’s plight seemed hopeless.: 


Why? 

First, Herod had- already persecuted 
other. believers, and murdered the 
Apostle James; thereby he had de- 
lighted the Jews (vv. 1-3). His program 
of destruction was producing results and 
at the same time pleasing the public. 


Second, Herod was not likely to de- - 


sist. His zeal and self-assurance. con- 


tinued, unabated until his ghastly death © : 
; . grandfather, Herod the Great, had de- 


(vv. 20-23). 


Third, Peter’s escape from prison ap- - 
He was chained by. 


peared. impossible. 
his wrists to two Roman soldiers, while 
two others were on guard outside his 
Usually doomed prisoners’ were 
bound to only one soldier. But Herod 
was taking no chances. 

Fourth, Peter had no stalwart allies 
among his friends to instigate a popular 
revolt and to rush to his-aid. He was 
cast upon the mercies of his God. But 
the power of Herod was as nothing 


house of Mary the mother of John, whose: surname was 
Mark; where many were gathered together praying. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International © 


Bible Lessons for Christian. Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council pf Religious Education. . 
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when God intervened to deliver His be- 
leagured servant. 


Verse by Verse 
Acts 12;:1.—“. about that time 
Herod the king stretched forth his 


hands to vex certain of the church.” 


To “stretch forth one’s hands”. means 
“to lay hands on violently.” This was a 
fresh outbreak of mistreatment and per- 
secution. Herod Agrippa I, grandson 


- of Herod the Great, became king of. all 


Palestine in A.D. 41. Eager to curry 
favor with the Jews, he attacked the 
Christians. ; 


Verse 2—“. . . 
brother of John. with the sword.” That 
is, he had James decapitated. This was 
thé first martyrdom of an apostle. The 


. account is briefer than in the case of 


Stephen . (7:57-60). because (1) Stephen 
was the first Christian martyr; and (2) 
Luke is describing .the advance of the 
Gospel testimony, which was hastened. 
by the death of Stephen. (cf. 8:4), but 
perhaps delayed by that of James. 


Verse 3.—*“. because he .saw it 
pleased the Jews, he proceeded further 
to take Peter. also. (Then were. the 
days of unleavened bread.)” The house 
of Herod was merciless.. The king’s 


stroyed innocent -children at our Lord’s 
birth; and his uncle had: ordered the 
beheading of John the Baptist. Agrippa, 
sensitive to the Jews’ favorable reac- 
tion,. had Peter arrested. The seven 
days of unleavened bread associated 
with the Passover were .commencing 
when Peter was seized. 
Verse 4—“And ... he put him in 
prison .. » delivered him to four quater- 
nions of soldiers . . . intending. after 
Easter to bring him forth to the peo- 


he killed. James the 


! 


.ple.” Respecting Hebrew custom, which 


frowned upon legal trials at, the Pass- 
over: season, the king ‘detained Peter ‘in 
prison under. close guard. When the 
Passover was ended he expected to 
make his execution an impressive , pub- 
lic spectacle. Four military units, “each 
composéd of four soldiers (one on either © 
side of Peter and two at the door of his 
cell), were commanded to keep him un- 
der constant watch. 


Verse 5.—“Peter . ... was kept in 


. prison: but prayer was made without 


ceasing of the church unto God. for 
him.” Peter was “kept’—the author 


stresses the contrast between man’s ef- 


forts to restrain the apostle, and. the 


divine deliverance to follow. “Without 
ceasing”—its. verbal form means to 
“stretch forth” in earnest supplication. 
A united church,- on its knees, pled 
with God to release Peter. 

Verse 6—"... . when Herod weuld 
have brought him forth . . . Peter was 
sleeping between two soldiers, bound 
with two chains... the keépers .be-. 
fore the door kept the prison.’ When 
the seven days of unleavened bread 
were ended, Agrippa was about to carry 
out his evil design. Note how closely 
Peter was. guarded. Normally a pris- 
oner was chained to only one soldier. 
Double precautions. were made in 
Peter’s case: he was linked by the 
wrists to two soldiers. 


Verse 7—“. . . the angel of the Lord 
came upon him... a light shined in the 
prison .... he smote Peter .. . raised 


him up,.saying, Arise up quickly ... 
his chains fell off ...” The angel “stood ° 
by him” (as in Luke 2:9).: Heavenly 
light irradiated the cell (Greek). Peter 


was not missed until “day,” ie., 6. a.m. 
(cf. Acts 12:18). 


Hence his deliverance 
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must have occurred between 3 a.m., 
when the guards were changed, and 6 
a.m. 


Verse 8.—*. . . the angel said .. . Gird 
thyself . . . bind on thy sandals. And 
so he did ... he saith . . . Cast thy 
garment about thee ... follow me.” To 
prepare himself for sleep Peter had re- 
moved his outer cloak and sandals and 

* loosened the girdle by which his under- 
garments were bound. Note the angel’s 
precision and solicitude. He was con- 
cerned even about trivialities in caring 
for God’s servant. 


Verse 9.—*“. . . he went out, and fol- 
lowed him .. . wist not that it was true 
which was done by the angel ... 
thought he saw a vision.” “Wist not” 
means “knew not.” Peter, half-asleep, 
concluded that God was granting him 
another vision (cf. 10:9-16). He fol- 
lowed his heavenly guide, not fully ap- 
preciating what was happening. Re- 
member that it was about four o’clock 
in the morning! 

Verse 10.—‘When they were past the 
first and . . . second ward, they came 
unto the iron gate ... which opened to 
them of his own accord: and they... 
passed on through one street; and... 
the angel departed from him.” The 
first guard was probably the two sol- 
diers outside the cell. The second was 
another group, doubtless regular prison 
sentinels. The outer gate to the 
street opened spontaneously (automate, 
' whence our word “automatic”); neither 
Peter nor the angel pushed it open. 
The passage along one street indicated 
that Peter had safely escaped; hence 
his companion felt free to leave him 
unescorted. 


Verse 11—*“. .. when Peter was come 
to himself, he said, Now I know... 
that the Lord hath .. . delivered me 
out of the hand of Herod, and from all 
the expectation of the Jews.” 
Peter’s full realization that the inter- 
vention was divine was due (1) to the 
fact that he was now wide awake; (2) 
to his obviously miraculous rescue (once 
he was chained in a cell—now he was 
free in the city). 

Verse 12.—‘. . . when he had con- 
sidered the thing, he came to the house 
of Mary the mother of John... Mark; 
where many were gathered together 
praying.” Peter may well have led 
John Mark (author of the second Gos- 
pel) to Christ (cf. his reference to 
Mark as “my son,” 1 Pet. 5:13). The 
apostle weighed the matter first: should 
he endanger the other Christians by 
joining them when he was a hunted 
man? But. Mary’s house was clearly 
one of the headquarters of believers; 
many had been praying for Peter’s re- 
lease; why not go there and show them 
. that their prayers had been answered? 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The story of Peter’s deliverance from 
prison is highly appropriate for the last 
Sunday of the year. No matter how 
great the odds against believers, God 
is still on the throne. His ears are ever 


open to the prayers of His people and 
His arm mighty to save. 


' fervent 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


12. December 20.—Good News for the 
World. ....... -Luke 2:8-14; Acts 11:19-30 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1. January 3.—Launching Out on a 
World Mission. Acts 13 











The weapon which the church forged 
against the enemies of the Lord was ef- 
fectual, fervent prayer. God heard her 
supplications, sent His angel, and re- 
stored Peter to his praying friends (cf. 
12:12). 

Prayer is still a formidable instru- 
ment. God honored it in Peter’s day. 
He honors it today. But notice care- 
fully how the Jerusalem saints prayed 
and learn from their example. Acts 
12:5 is a classic. 

Their prayers were earnest and 
(“without ceasing’). © They 
“stretched forth” their souls as well as 
their hands toward Heaven. They 
meant business. Peter was in prison. 
They pled with God to release him. 

Their prayers were united (“of the 
church”). All joined in intercession. 
All were in perfect agreement as they 
approached the throne of grace. The 
army of the Lord was a harmonious 
host on its knees! 

Their prayers were directed (“unto 
God”). This was no introspection or 
wool-gathering. Their help was in the 
Almighty. They had no other recourse. 
God was their solitary hope-and aid. 

Their prayers were definite (“for 
him”). This was practical, pointed, 
specific, focused intercession. Our Lord 
is pleased when His people bring their 
personal, particular desires to Him in 
persistent, expectant prayer. He stands 
ready to answer their requests far be- 
yond their dearest dreams. 


Topics for Development 


Effectual Prayer. The saints in Jeru- 
salem prayed fervently on Peter’s be- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT other representatives of the 
Herodian line mentioned in the 
New Testament were known for their 
cruelty? 
2. Why was this Herod so eager to 
persecute the Christians? 
3. What extra precautions did he 
take to guard Peter? 
4. What evidence did Peter give that 
he had learned to trust God? 
5. Name three circumstances that 
prove that Peter’s release was miracu- 
lous. 


6. Mention two important facts con- . 


cerning John Mark. 

7. How did Rhoda appear to have 
more faith than others in Mary’s home? 

8. What petulant deed of cruelty and 
frustration did Herod perform? 

9. Why did God smite Herod? 

10. What ministry had Barnabas and 
Saul completed when they left Jeru- 
salem? (12: 25.) 

(Answers on page 985) 
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half. But they also prayed intelligently. 
James the brother of John had been 
slain (12:2). But John was doubtless a 
member of the interceding group. 

He had heard the words of Christ, 
“If ye shall ask any thing in my name, 
I will do it,” and would later record 
the saying in his Gospel (John 14:14). 
We can be sure that the believers who 
prayed for Peter’s release asked “in 
Jesus’ name,” i.e, by virtue of who 
Christ is and what He did for sinners. 

But the praying assembly also sought 
God’s will in their intercession. John 
understood well, and would later write: 
“. . if we ask any thing according to 
his will, he heareth us” (1 John 5:14). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Peter’s imprisonment 

2. Peter’s release (vv. 5-17) 

3. Herod’s cruelty, conceit, and death 
(vv. 18-23) 

4. The widening testimony 
church (vv. 24, 25) 


(Acts 12:1-4) 


of the 


Practical Applications 

Do we know the theological rules of 
prevailing prayer? Then let us spend 
more time on our knees. Chains are 
shattered, doors opened, and the enemy 
foiled when believers approach the 
throne of grace. 

The angel achieved the “impossible” 
for Peter. But he insisted that Peter 
co-operate: he must gird himself and 
follow! Christ has delivered His peo- 
ple from the guilt of sin, and the Holy 
Spirit releases them from the bondage 
of sin. But we must react in confident 
trust and wholehearted surrender. 

Keep a list of the answers God has 
given to your prayers. It will be both 
an encouragement to faith and a chal- 
lenge to faithfulness. 

Pitiful, isn’t it, when puny, mortal 
man arrogates to himself attributes of 
deity? (cf. Acts 12:21-23.) When will 
rulers learn that God is on His throne 
directing the affairs of the universe? 


Golden Text 

1 Pet. 5:7—“Casting all your care 
upon him; for he careth for you.” Per- 
haps this is the reason Peter could 
actually sleep in prison with the pros- 
pect of death staring him in the face 
(cf. Acts 12:4, 6). He knew theoreti- 
cally that his Heavenly Father cared for 
him. But he had also learned practi- 
cally to rely on God’s care in every area 
of life. 

MepIa, Pa. 


ve 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


... Herod the king .. . killed James 

.” (Acts 12:1, 2).—The Herods were 
heartless murderers. Herod the Great 
killed the infants of Bethlehem, at the 
time of the Saviour’s birth. A second 
Herod killed John the Baptist, con- 
cerning whom the Lord Jesus said, 
“Among them that are born of women 
there hath not risen a greater.” And 
this Herod killed James—one of the 
Lord’s intimate apostles. 
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Lesson for December 27 


What Christian, reflecting on these 
things, has not felt like the unknown 
writer of the following soliloquy? 

“Soul of mine, what is it that troubles 
thee?” “I have been thinking,” says 
the soul, “of the martyrs who in all ages 
have lost their lives for God and for the 
Truth. Eyes that see so clearly the 
world around, is there anything that can 
throw light on this seeming carelessness 
of God as to the fate of His own best 
children?” “Certainly, soul of mine, 
there is. I stood on the tower with 
the watchman there, and far away we 
saw the dogs chasing his favorite birds. 
And I said, ‘Why allow this?’ to the 
keeper. But he only smiled and an- 
swered, ‘Let them alone; the birds will 
fly home all the quicker, and I want 
them!” 


“. . because he saw it pleased the 
Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter 
also...” (Acts 12:3).—What a base 
motive for a king of the Jews to enter- 
tain against an honorable subject in his 
kingdom! 

If Herod intended to make a great 
spectacle to gratify the morbid pleasure 
of the Jews by having Peter killed 
after the Feast of the Passover, he was 
foredoomed to disappointment; for the 
Lord purposed—and wrought—a mirac- 
ulous deliverance for his servant, the 
prisoner! 

The spectacle Herod put on was the 
shameful slaughter of the prison guards 
(v. 19), who were in no way responsible 
for Peter’s escape. 

God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform; 


He plants His footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm. 


Deep in eninemehis pines 


of ota aya oy 8 
is bright designs, 


He treasures wu 
And works His sovereign will. 
—Wm. Cowper. 


“Peter therefore was kept in prison: 
but prayer was made ,..” (Acts 12:5). 
—Notice the contrast: “in prison,” “but 
prayer”! It was a “maximum security 
prison,” with its sixteen soldiers—two 
of them chained to Peter—and its two 
wards, and its great iron gate! It was 
humanly impossible for Peter to es- 
cape! 

As for the prayer, observe that it was 
(1) “without ceasing”; (2) “of the 
church”; and (3) “unto God for him.” 
It was incessant, united, and definite 
prayer! As a consequence, Peter “went 
out” (v. 9), and after a moment of re- 
flection was able to'say: “Now I know 
of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his 
angel, and hath delivered me out of 
the hand of Herod, and from all the 
expectation of the people of the Jews.” 


Faith laughs at the impossible, 
And cries, It shall be done! 


Why does the Lord allow some of His 
dear saints to be martyred, and mi- 
raculously deliver others? This is a 
question that is often asked; but who 
can satisfactorily answer it? However, 
this can be said, that the Faith Chapter 
of the Bible, as Hebrews 11‘ has been 
called, reveals the comforting fact that 
while some, through faith “escaped the 
edge of the sword,” as Peter did; 
others through faith were “slain with 
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the sword,” as was James (vv. 34, 37). 
The implieation is that God was glori- 
fied in both cases. 

Someone has said that the Church 
would have been unspeakably poorer 
had there been no martyrs and no suf- 
ferers. 

“Now I know of a surety, that the 
Lord hath . . . delivered me” (Acts 12: 
11).—With discretion, our chapter can 
also be used to point God’s way of de- 
liverance for the sinner from the power 
of the enemy of souls. 

This point is illustrated in an article 
entitled “Charles Wesley and His 
Hymns,” by Oscar T. Gillan, in the 
September 19 number of THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot TIMEs. 

While Charles was ill in body and 
troubled in spirit, there were days of 
“sighs and groans unutterable and of 
tears that flowed freely.” 

Then like an angel sent from God 
came Peter Bohler, the German Mora- 
vian, laboring to show Charles and his 
brother John, the way of faith. 

At last the light broke through. “I 
saw,” Charles recorded in his Journal, 
“that by faith I stood.” 

He then wrote a hymn upon his con- 
version wherein he likens his own ex- 
perience to Peter’s deliverance from 
prison: ‘ 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
« Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray— 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 


My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 


Wawona, CALIF. 


ve 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTeD HYMNS 


“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
“Will Your Anchor Hold?” 
“God Will Take Care of You” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
the refuge and strength of Thy people, 
their “Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and 
Friend,” we thank Thee for all Thy 
merciful care through the past year. 
For Thy patient, forgiving love we also 
thank Thee and for Thy Son our Sav- 
iour who has answered for our sins and 
opened the floodgates of Thy pardon 
and grace to all who repent and trust 
Him. Continue Thy mercies to us and 
all who trust in Thee as we move into 
another year. Make it a year of growth 
in the knowledge of Thee and Thy will 
for us, of growth, too,-in faith and obe- 
dience toward Thee. Make our lives 
more of a blessing to others. Guide us 
in all our problems, in all decisions for 
which we need light and leading and 
into those good works Thou hast 
planned for each of us to do from day to 
day. Prosper and use the faithful work 
of all who are making the Gospel 
known here and in other lands. Bring 
more and more people into an experi- 
ence of Christ’s power to save and give 
us some part in helping others to come 
to the Saviour. Make our church and 
Sunday school a house of salvation to 
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many. Guide our rulers and those of 
other nations and bring order out of 
the confusion of our times through true 


and sweeping revival.. We ask all in 
and through the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Peter knew what 
he was talking about when he wrote 
the words of our Golden Text, “Casting 
all your care upon him [God]; for he 
careth for you” (1 Pet. 5:7). Our les- 
son shows Peter fast asleep in prison. 
During the night an angel set him free, 
but Peter wasn’t expecting such a visi- 
tor. He was expecting to die the next 
day at the order of Herod. But that 
did not keep Peter awake in torturing — 
fear. He slept as though he were in no 
danger whatever. He and the Jeru- 
salem church were putting this anxious 
matter before God’ in prayer. Peter 
was calmly ready to join his martyred 


CARE 


brothers, Stephen and James, if God 
should permit Herod’s power to pre- 
vail. But Peter knew that if God had 
work for him yet ‘to do here, Herod 
could not slay him. He also knew that 
if God wanted him in that better life 
Stephen and James had entered, there 
was nothing to fear about that. He 
knew God was too wise to make a mis- 
take, too good to be unkind, and too 
strong to be defeated, so why worry? 

So, when he wrote the words of our 
text years later, Peter could look back 
on -this and other dangers through 
which God’s care had brought him. He 
knew that the same watch-care is over 
every child of God, and so he tells his _ 
Christian friends to cast all their anx- 
iety on God, assured that He cares for 
them. Let every Christian meet the 
New Year and all it may bring resting 
in the words of our Golden Text. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 


we 





FOR YOU 
WITH HIM 


SINCE GOD 
LEAVE YOUR 











Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, two of the most sen- 
sational “jail deliveries” are re- 
corded in the Book of Acts. Both were 
miraculous. Paul and Silas were jailed 
at Philippi, and to avoid any possible 
chance of escape they were placed in 
the inner prison and their feet fastened 
in the stocks. Nevertheless, on that 
same night the strong building was 
shaken to pieces by an earthquake, 
while those two intrepid disciples were 
praying and singing praises to God. 
Paul and Silas were thus made free 
and the magistrates begged them .to 
leave the city. 
The other incident forms the subject 
of our lesson today, and this time it was 
Peter. King Herod had put James to 


death by the sword and now Peter was 
arrested and placed in jail for a similar 
fate “after Easter” (the Passover). To 
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make him more secure, sixteen special 
guards were appointed to serve in six 
hour shifts, four (a quarternion) at & 
time. At night two of the guards re- 
mained in the cell with Peter, who was 
bound. with two chains, and two 
guarded the outside of the jail. ‘The 
jail was surrounded by a wall and a 
strong iron gate, which was kept se- 
curely locked. 

And now comes the miracle. On the 
night before Peter was to be executed, 
“the angel of the Lord came upon him, 
and a light shined in the prison: and 
he smote Peter on the side, and raised 
him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And 
his chains fell off from his hands. And 
the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, 
and bind on thy sandals. And:so he did. 
And he saith unto him, Cast thy gar- 
ment about thee, and follow me... . 
When they were past the first and the 
second ward, they came unto the iron 
gate that leadeth unto.the city; which 
opened to them of his own accord: and 
they went out, and passed on through 
one street; and forthwith the angel de- 
parted from him. And when Peter was 
come to himself, he said, Now I know 
of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his 
angel, and hath delivered me out of the 
hand of Herod .. .” (Acts 12:7-11). 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


God, Our Help 





~ 


Acts 1223, 4 
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Now, fellows, both of these miracles 
occurred in spite of every human device 
to prevent them, and both were the re- 
sult of prayer. With their feet in the 
stocks, Paul and Silas prayed and sang 
praises to God while under guard in 
the inner prison. While Peter was pros- 
trate on the cell floor, bound. with two 
chains between two soldiers, a little 
group of Christians in the home of 
John Mark were upon their knees pray- 
ing that his life might be spared. 
Prayers were answered in a manner 
only possible to God. 

Prisoners of the present day some- 
times break jail and they are called 
escapees. Usually they are _ tracked 
down and brought back, with a term 
added to their jail sentence. But when 
God performs a miracle the blessing 
goes all the way. 

Sin or a sinful habit may well be 
compared to a jail life sentence. The 
poor sinner is bound by fetters stronger 
than any chain. In his weakness he is 
helpless; but the Lord is ever near to 
hear his call for help and will surely 
answer the prayer of faith. Paul told 
the Corinthians, “There hath no temp- 
tation taken you but such as is common 
to man: but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape, 
that ye may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 
10:13). And the release can be per; 
manent—no bringing of the escapee 
back’ to his confinement. That dis- 
tressed father who brought his son, 
possessed by a dumb spirit, to the Lord, 
when the Lord asked him, “Canst thou 
believe?” answered, “Lord, I believe; 
help thou mine unbelief.” Then Jesus 
“rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto 
him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I 
charge thee, come out of him, and en- 
ter no more into him.” 

There you have divine insurance 
against a relapse—and He will do that 
for you, if you believe, ask, and trust 
Him. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we will learn the last verse 

on the card “Our Works”: 1 Corin- 
thians 3:15. Then we will see if we 
can answer from memory all the ques- 
tions on this card. 

Now we will have Shirley’s review 
story about Cornelius. 

The apostles, about whom we have 
been studying this quarter, will get 
great rewards for their works. Peter 
was perhaps the greatest. Today we 
will read from Acts 12 a thrilling event 
of his life. King Herod had had Peter 
arrested to please the Jews. He had 
been imprisoned before, and once an 
angel had opened the prison doors and 
told Peter and the other apostles to go 


* back to the Temple to preach. 


The Jewish leaders may not have 
known that an angel had opened the 
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prison doors that time, but they did _ 


know that the apostles had all gotten 
out. Undoubtedly they urged King 
Herod to have Peter guarded so closely 
this time that escape would be impos- 
sible. They were very eager to have 
Peter’s voice silenced forever. 

Here are questions to answer as we 
read Acts 12: : (1) Which apostle did 
Herod kill with the sword? (2) Why 
did Herod have Peter arrested? (3) How 
many soldiers guarded Peter? (4) When 
did Herod plan to kill him? (5) What 
did the church do for Peter? (6) 
What was Peter doing’ the night before 
he was to be executed? (7) How could 
Peter sleep when he was to be. killed 
the next morning? (8) What did the 
angel do to Peter? (9) What did the © 
angel say to him? (10) What happened 
to his chains? (11) Who told Peter to 
put on his sandals? (12) When Peter 
followed the angel, did he realize that 
he was being set free? (13) What did 
the iron gate do? (14) When did Peter 
realize that God had sent an angel to 
deliver him? (15) Where did he go? 
(16) What was going on‘in this house? 
(17) Who came to the gate? (18) What 
did Rhoda do when she recognized 
Peter’s voice? (19) How did the Chris- 
tians feel when they saw Peter? (20) 
What happened to Herod? 

Here is a review story for someone to 
tell next Sunday. 


PeETER’s ESCAPE 

All the Christians in Jerusalem loved 
Peter. He had helped many of them to 
get saved. By the power of Christ he 
had healed a man who had been lame 
all his life, and another man who had 
been ill in bed eight years! Many others 
had been healed through Peter, and 
even kind Dorcas had been made alive 
again! ; 

Peter had been in prison several times 
for preaching the Gospel, but he kept 
right on telling ‘others of Jesus. Then 
one day King Herod had him put’ into 
prison, and this time he. was- to be 
killed!. The same Jewish leaders who 
had killed the Lord Jesus wanted Peter 
put to death, because they still hated 
the name of Jesus. So Peter was 
guarded very carefully. He was chained 
to a guard on each side of him, and 
there were fourteen other soldiers whose 
only business was to keep him from get- 
ting out of prison! 

But the Christians in Jerusalem 
prayed day and night for Peter’s re- 
lease. The night before Peter was to 
be killed, he was sleeping between the 
guards to whom he was chained. Sud- 


.denly a light shone in the prison and 


an angel woke Peter and told him to 
put on his shoes and coat. His chains 
fell off, but he thought this was just a 
dream. As soon as he was ready, the 
angel led him out of the prison. The 
great iron door of the jail opened of it- 
self to let them out. The angel led 
Peter some distance from the prison 


‘and then left him. 


After the angel had gone, Peter 
looked around and then realized that 
God had'truly delivered him by that 
angel. Then he went to the home of 
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‘Lesson for December 27 





John Mark where he knew he would 
be welcome. When Peter reached the 
house, there was a prayer meeting go- 
ing on asking for him to be released 
from jail. He knocked at the gate. A 
girl named Rhoda came to ask who was 
there. When she recognized Peter’s 
voice, she rushed back into the prayer 
meeting to tell them that their prayers 
were already answered! The people 
could not believe that Peter was really 
out of prison, but he continued knock- 
ing. When they opened the door and 
saw him, they were astonished. He told 
them how God had delivered him, and 
then went away to another place where 
Herod could not find him. 

Instead of sleeping comfortably in 
their beds that night, these early Chris- 
tians were praying for Peter. God will 
reward them for this, and for many 
other good works they did for the sake 
of Christ and His followers. Will God 
be able to reward us for our works, or 
will most of our works be burned up? 
Let us serve God, so that instead of 
suffering loss, we will receive eternal 
rewards. 





Note to teachers: Next quarter we will learn 
the Scripture Catechism Card, “God the Fa- 
ther.” These cards may be ordered from 
V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash., at 25 cents 
a dozen, postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


God Is Our Help 
(Acts 12:1-3, 5-12) 
HAT was the good news that we 
celebrated two days ago? (Award 
stars for the last Memory Verse to be 
placed on the bookmark at the end of 
the Gospels.) What two masters are 
there in the world? The good Master, 
our Lord, told His servants, “But ye 
Shall receive power .. .”—can you 
finish His orders to them? (Acts 1:8.) 
We have seen Peter and John, Stephen 
and Philip, even the saved enemy, Saul, 
obeying their Master. Would you like 
to tell some stories about them? 

Have you read all of Acts 12? Then 
you saw one of the Devil’s slaves who 
was a king, and one of the Lord’s free 
men who was in prison and one who 
was dead. 

First let us talk about the king who 
was a Slave. He surely thought he was 
boss! See how many ways in which 
he showed his authority that you can 
remember or find in the chapter: he 
had James killed (v. 2); he put Peter 
in prison and planned to kill him (vv. 
3, 4); he had Peter’s guards executed (v. 
19); in royal robes on his throne he re- 
ceived homage from those who wanted 
to gain his favor, he made a speech 
and was pleased with the flattering 
shout; “It is the voice of a god, and 
not of a man” (vv. 20-22). A king!—but 
a slave to sin! And the King of kings 
suddenly. showed His power over that 
proud but wicked sin-slave. No doctor 
could cure his pains. He had no Sav- 
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Help Us Rush the Gospel to Russians and Others 


We are sending Bibles, New Testaments, hymnbooks and other 
Gospel literature in Russian, Ukrainian, Polish and other Slavic lan- 
guages free to Russia, Poland, Yugoslavia and many other countries 
where there are Slavic-speaking people, as the Lord provides our 
financial need. Slavic people are pleading with us for spiritual food. 
Can we close our hearts to their cries? We would also like to send 
material help for Christmas, to sick, needy Christians in Europe, 
who are unable to work. The days are evil, we must redeem the 
time. Send your gift to the 


SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 


Dept. T, 2434 N. Kedzie Blvd., Chicago 47, Ill. 


In Canada, 14 Park Road, Toronto 5, Ontario. 


(Free copy of illustrated SLAVIC GOSPEL NEWS will be sent on request.) 
Order new book now, MUCH PRAYER, MUCH POWER, by Peter Deyneka, $1.50. 





A Great 
Christian 
Film 





@ The incredible true story of a Jewish family 
in Eastern Europe and their bitter struggle for 
survival. You see Jews ridden down by savage 
Cossacks . . . exodus from Poland . . . flight from 
war-torn Germany .. . a mother’s miraculous 
deliverance . . . a joyous family reunion at an enemy 
border. Forty minutes of breath-taking action in the 
storm-tossed career of a Hebrew-Christian family 
caught in the rip-tide of war and race hatred. One of 
the most-dramatic, heart-stirring Christian film 
experiences of your life. 


Adapted from the book, “They Looked for a City,” 
by Lydia Buksbazen. Write today for rental bookings 
beginning Jan. 1, 1960. 


16mm Natural color Sound 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 


330 S Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
Please book the film “They Looked for a 
City” for 





or 

(date (alternate date) 

NAME 
ORGANIZATION AND/OR CHURCH 








ADDRESS 
Cty... NE 








Rental $25.00 
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OFFICE HELP REQUIRED 
Christian receptionist and switchboard operator 
fame} who is a good typist. Please contact 
mdon Bible Institute, Box 895, London, Canada, 
giving qualifi 

erences. 


AGE OF ACCOUNTABILITY 


Every pastor, teacher, and parent should read this lovely 
booklet on the Age of Accountability. Sound and Scriptural. 
pecning tise else we it. Only 15c each; $1.65 a doz 

To T EW BABY’S MOTHER Attractive greeting 
booklet FF r eopeeting message for new mothers. With 
Peory | envelope, 

COLORFUL PLANNELGRAPH BACKGROUNDS. $1.25 


At your Christian Bookstore, or 
BIBLE & GIFT SHOP 
146 Second Ave. S. Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 


cations and age along with ref- 





and up. 








The largest 


student body ever has chosen 
Greenville College. Their rea- 
sons: 
~ Christ-centered Campus Life 
Quality Education 
Regionally Accredited 
Reasonable Costs 


Write for information to: 
Director of Admissions 


GREENVILLE COLLEGE 
GREENVILLE ILLINOIS 











Fourth Annual “Hide-the-Word” 
BIBLE MEMORIZING 
CONTEST 


Children, Ages 8-15, Learn 135 Bible 
Verses. Get Attractive Prizes. Also 
Credit Toward A Blessed Week 
At Mt. Lou-San Bible Camp! 

Fine For Sunday Schools, Bible Clubs, Etc. 
ENROLLMENT PERIOD 
ENDS JANUARY 30, 1960 
CNo enrollment fee charged) 


Write Today For Information To: 


HARRISBURG BIBLE FORUM, INC. 


11 N. 14th St., Harrisburg, Pa. 














What Better Christmas Gift 


Than To Provide a Home for One or More 
Korean Orphans? 





These are some of the orphans at our own 

Isabelle Orphanage in Korea. We have hun- 

dreds of them for adoption. You can have 

one. or two adopted by proxy in Korea, and 

rem them to your home. If you are inter- 
write to: 


Janet Whang, Korea Gospel Mission, Inc. 
P.O. Box 291, Inglewood, California. 
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iour to keep him from his punishment 
after death. Would you want to be a 
king like that? 

Now let us look at the Lord’s men. 
James was “faithful unto death” (v. 2). 
And he won a crown! See the Lord’s 
words sent by James’ brother John 
(Rev. 2:10, 11). James died once. With 
his crown of life he did not need to 
worry about the second death waiting 
for the Devil and Herod and the other 
‘slaves of sin (20: 10-15) a 

Our lesson today is especially about 
Peter. Where was he? In prison! Who 
was more powerful: King Herod or the 
Lord-King for whom Peter was work- 
ing? Peter slept soundly, chained to 
his two guards. If the next day his 
Lord took him Home to Heaven, as He 


had Stephen and James, it was all right. * 


If his Lord opened the prison doors as 
he had before (Acts 5:19), that was all 
right; he would keep on witnessing. 

If you had been John Mark or Rhoda 
in Jerusalem that night, you would not 
be asleep! There was much excitement 
in John Mark’s home, where many 
Christians were gathered. Peter was 
going to be killed tomorrow! They 
were all praying earnestly for God to 
save Peter from death, from Herod’s 
prison. Perhaps young John Mark 
prayed aloud among the men. But I 
think Rhoda’s prayer was just in her 
heart. Over and over she was plead- 
ing: “Dear Lord, please save Peter. 
Don’t let him be killed.” The hour was 
late” but still the prayers went on. A 
knock! “Rhoda, go see who is at the 


door.” Back she came: “It’s Peter’s 
voice!” “Nonsense! Peter is in prison. 
You’re crazy!” “But it really is Peter. 
It is Peter!” “Then it must be his 
ghost. He’s been killed already!” 


Knock! knock! knock! Well, someone 
was there anyway. At last the grown- 
ups went out and unbolted the door. 
Sure enough, it was Peter! -What a 
hubbub—all talking at once! Peter mo- 
tioned them. to be quiet and began to 
tell how God had answered their 
prayers and set him free. Who will tell 
it? 

“Pray one for another, . The ef- 
fectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much” (Jas. 5:16, Memory 
Verse). Who needs our prayers? 

Acts 13 really gets some of the wit- 
nesses going to far places! 


Orono, MAINE. 


WE 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the ‘same address. 


Leave It There.—Casting all your care 
upon him; for he careth for you (1 Pet. 
5:7, Golden Text). The Singer, Tindley, 
tells the story of how one of his mem- 
bers related to him all her troubles. He 
listened quietly and sympathetically. 
When she was through, he advised: “Go 
home, take a big sack, put your burdens 
into it one by one—put them all in; stop 
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and think to make sure that the last 
one is in—then take string and tie the 
sack, and take it to the feet of the 
Lord, and leave it there.” When she 
left, Tindley sat down and wrote this 
song under the inspiration of the oc- 
casion: 
If the world from you withhold of its silver 
and its gold 
And you have to get along with meager fare, 
Just remember, in His Word, how feeds 
the little bird; 


— Ba burden to the Lord and leave 
there. 


Leave Z there, leave it there; 
Take sd burden to the Lord and leave it 
ere; 
If you trust and never doubt, 
He will surely bring you out; 
Take fy “burden to the Lord and leave 
t there. 


—From “Stepping Stones in the Chris- 
tian Life.” Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, 
Otego, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


His Special Charge.—Casting all your 
care upon him; for he careth for you 
(1 Pet. 5:7, Golden Text). “He careth” 
—He, whose love is as great as His 
power, and knows neither measure nor 
end. “He careth’—precious word, in 
which all the tenderness of the most 
devoted mother,. all the skill of the 
most expert physician, all the attention 
of the most accomplished nurse are com- 
pressed, and all according to the per- 
fection of deity. “He careth for you”— 
for you, as though in all the worlds He 
sustains, you were His special and pecu- 
liar charge—as indeed you are!—From 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Liberty in a Dungeon.—He put him 
in prison (Acts 12:4). John Nelson, the 
Yorkshire stonemason, the friend of 
John Wesley, is to be imprisoned. Like 
Paul and Silas he is to be cast into the 
inner dungeon. He begs for the priv- 
ileges accorded other prisoners, but they 
are refused. He craves a drop of water, 
but it, too, is denied him. “When I 
came to the dungeon,” he says, “it 
stank worse than a hogsty by reason 
of the blood and filth which sink into it 
from the slaughterhouse above it: yet 
my soul was so filled with the love of 
God that it was a paradise to me. I 
cried out, ‘Oh, the glorious liberty of the 
sons of God,’ and I fell down on my 
knees and gave God thanks!”—From 
“A Tuft of Comet’s Hair,” by F. W. 
Boreham. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 


They Backed Him Up.—Peter there- 
fore was kept in prison: but prayer was 
made without ceasing of the church 
unto God for him (Acts 12:5). Dr. J. 
Wilbur Chapman had an experience in 
his first pastorate in Philadelphia that 
ought to encourage other pastors and 
churches to establish the same kind of 
pastoral support. It is described in this 
clipping from an unknown source: “J. 
Wilbur Chapman was visited in his 
first pastorate in Philadelphia by a lay- 
man who frankly said to him, ‘You are 
not a strong preacher. In the usual 
order of things, you will fail here; but 
a little group of laymen have agréed to 
gather every Sabbath morning and pray 
for you.’ Dr. Chapman added, ‘I saw 


that group grow to one thousand men | 
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gathered weekly to pray for this 


cess! Almost any pastor would suc- 
ceed if a group of leaders would thus 
back him up.”—From’ the Presbyterian. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, 
Nebr. 


No Power Can Hinder.—Peter there- 
fore was kept in prison: but prayer 
was made without ceasing of the church 
unto God for him (Acts 12:5). A large 
hospital in a great city was recently 
completed. It is equipped with the 
latest and most approved devices whose 
purposes were explained by an attend- 
ant to the visitors on the opening day. 
In explaining a button at the bed of 
each patient, the attendant said: “By 
the old method, a patient pressed a but- 
ton beside his bed and a bell rang. 
Sometimes the bell was not heard, or it 
was unheeded. The sound of bells was 
also confusing. Now the weakest pa- 
tient may touch a button and instantly 
four lights flash—one in the office, one 
in the hall, and two others in different 
parts of the building. It is impossible 
for anyone to turn the lights off until 
the call has been answered and the 
patient who pressed the button visited.” 
If human ingenuity has-devised such a 
clever thing to bring help to needy pa- 
tients, surely God will hear the cry of 
His children in times of weakness and 
great need. When the weakest hand 
touches the button of prayer, there is 


Of course he had great suc-. 
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no power in hell or earth that can hin- 
der the signal or bar the answer!— 
From Bible Expositor and Illuminator. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


The Quiet Heart.—The same night 
Peter was sleeping (Acts 12:6). When 
seeking for a word or phrase for “peace” 
in the language of the Chol Indians of 
South Mexico, translators discovered 
that the words, “a quiet heart,” gave 
just the meaning of “peace,” so that 
“the way of peace” becomes “the road 
of the quiet heart.” So far as he knew, 
Peter was on the road of a violent death 
at the hands of Herod, but it was still 
for him “the road of the quiet heart,” 
for here he is on. the eve of execution 
at peace and asleep.—Sent by the Rev. 
Norman Hillyer, Newgate Street, near 
Hertford, Eng. 


Don’t Wait for Another Angel.—And 
forthwith the angel departed from him 
(Acts 12:10). The angel had brought 
Peter out of prison through the gate 
and safely outside. Now the miracle 
was over and the angel took his leave. 
Peter was on his own. God intervenes 
by His angel many a time to loose our 
souls from prison. He does the super- 
natural thing when the occasion de- 
mands it. But He does not perform 
miracles when we can get along without 
them. He lets us do the thing we can 
do for ourselves, all within the circles 
of His grace, of course. Peter shifted 
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for himself when he came to and real- 
ized he was not dreaming. Some saints 
expect angels to wake them up and 
serve them breakfast in bed. Do not 
expect the supernatural when God 
would have you proceed in the normal, 
natural course of things. Peter did not 
sit down and wait for another angel—he 
headed toward a prayer meeting. Thank 
God for His angels; but they depart. 
Trust His indwelling Spirit to guide 
you every day, miracle or no miracle. 
Angels come and go, but He abides.— 
From “Day by Day,” by Vance Havner. 
Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 


we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


EN were being murdered. They 
were being murdered not because 
of doing wrong things. They were be- 
ing murdered because of their faith in 
the Lord Jesus and because they were 
preaching in His name. It was to be 
expected. Before His return to Heaven, 
the Lord Jesus ‘had told His followers 
that they would be hated for His sake. 
And hated they were! 

At the beginning of a Jewish feast 
that lasted seven days, Peter was cap- 
tured and thrown into prison. The king 
(Herod Agrippa I) determined to keep 
Peter there until the feast was over. 








——_ 


Announcing a winter cruise 1960 
West Indies - South America 


The suNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will sponsor a 
Christian Fellowship winTER CRUISE-TOUR 
on the Canadian Pacific SS EMPRESS OF 
ENGLAND leaving New York February 17th, 
T 1960. The cruise will be for 19 days and 
include calls at St. Thomas, Grenada, Port 
of Spain, La Guaira, Curacao, Cristobal, 
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the tour throughout. 


Port-au-Prince 
Sight-seeing arrangements will be com- 
pleted for this group at the Ports of Call. 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a Director of the 
Sunday School Times will conduct this 
group. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany 


Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 


and_ Nassau. 
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Then he would take him from the 





Scores of 
Reputable Organizations 
Use the Allshouse Plan. . . 


to raise moderate fynds within club 
groups or other organizations. 

At no obligation, write us a letter 
outlining your fund needs and we'll 
send you the details of a simple plan 
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There is no financial risk involved. 


Write Rev. K. V. Gombert, Box 366, 
Bainbridge, New York. 





prison and have him killed. The king 
well knew that the Christians might 
try to free Peter. So he took every 
kind of precaution. He set an extra 
number of soldiers to guard Peter. 
There were four relays of guards and 
four of them at a time who guarded 
Peter. Peter was chained to two of the 
soldiers—one on each side of him. The 
other two stood watch at the door of 
his cell. No one was going to get Peter 
out—not if‘the king could help it! 

On the last night of Peter’s imprison- 
‘ment—the night before he was to be 





murdered—Peter slept as soundly as a 





tiny kitten. Even being chained to the 
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guards did not disturb him. I am cer- 
tain that his snoring echoed through ~ 
the prison! He may have even dreamed — 
of the beauties of Heaven—the place 
where he would go the minute he died. 

All that night the Christians met to- 
gether to pray. . Oh, how earnestly 
they prayed! They loved Peter. They 
cried to God. without stopping, begging 
Him to care for their-fellow believer. 

Suddenly Peter felt someone shake 
him. . He blinked his eyes:in the light. 
This was not a candle light. It was a 
bright, shining light. Peter could not 
believe his eyes. It was not a soldier — 
coming to take him to ‘his execution. 
It was an angel, a real, true angel. He 
obeyed the angel’s command, “Arise up 
quickly.” As he did so, the chains fell 
from his hands to the prison floor. ‘The 
guards never moved. They were—can 
you believe it?—sound asleep! The-an- . 
gel continued, “Put on your coat.” Peter 
obeyed. (No angel will do for a man 
what a man can do for himself, of that 
you may be sute. All that you cannot - 
do, God will do. All that you can do, 
God will never do.) He might never 
have thought of doing these things, if 
the angel had not reminded him. Surely 
Peter was in a hurry to get out of that 
jail, once the chains’ were off. The 
next command of the angel was obeyed 
immediately, “Follow me.” —. 

Peter could not believe his eyes. He 
thought he was having a glorious dream 
(a vision). He followed the angel past 
the first guard. He followed past the 
second guard—both sound asleep!. Then 
they came to the great iron gate that 
led into the city. The angel did not 
touch the gate. Peter did not touch. 
the. gate. Silently it swung open as the 
two approached it. (Have you ever 
seen doors opened by electric eyes? If 
you have, you know how excited you 
were the first time you went through 
one of those doors. But there were no 
electric eyes’ in Peter’s long-ago day, 
you may be sure of that. It was God 
Himself who swung open the door.) 
Peter followed the angel down one 
street and on to another one. And, as 
noiselessly as the angel had appeared, 
he disappeared. And Peter was alone 
on the street in the cold night. 

He shook his eyes and blinked again. 
It had really, truly happened. He was 
out of prison. But what should he do 
now? He thought a moment and went 
to John Mark’s mother’s home. He 
knocked on the door. Did he know that 
there was a prayer meeting going on 
inside that house? The whole church, 
you remember, had met to pray ear- 
nestly for Peter, and that prayer meet- 
ing was at this very house. A girl named 
Rhoda came to answer Peter’s knock. . 
So excited was she when she. heard 
Peter’s voice that she ran back into the 

« 














Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all: departments: 
mailing,’ subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for December 27 


‘house without letting him in! The 
others did that. What a thanksgiving 
time the Christians had that day! 


' God is just the same today. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
: wg 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 978) 


1. Herod the Great, who had inno- 
cent babies murdered (Matt. 2:16), and 
Herod the tetrarch, who ordered the be- 
heading of John the Baptist (Matt. 14: 
1, 10). 

2. Recently appointed king of Pales- 
tine, he wanted to solidify his control 
by currying favor with the Jews (Acts 
12:3). 

3. He set four watches of four sol- 
diers each (vv.. 4, 6), and bound Peter 
with two chains (instead of the cus- 
tomary one). 

' 4. He slept, although chained and 
apparently hopeless (v. 6). 

5. The -falling chains, sleeping sol- 
diers, opening gate (vv. 7, 10). 

6. Two of the following: he was re- 
lated to Barnabas (Col. 4:10), accom- 
panied Paul on his first missionary 
journey (Acts 13:5), and wrote the Gos- 
pel of Mark. 

7. She announced that Peter was at 
the door, while they thought it was his 
angel and were later astonished (12: 
14-16). 

8. He had Peter’s guards put to 
death (v. 19). 

9. Because he “gave not God the 
glory”: (v. 23), but tried to keep it to 
himself. 

10. The ministry of bringing relief to 
the Jerusalem saints (11:29, 30). 

Mep1ra, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 27 


How Does It Look Now? 
(Psa. 51:1-4, 10-17) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

S WE began this year in our Chris- 

tian Endeavor group, we took an 
inventory, as it were, of some of the as- 
sets that God had placed at our disposal 
and which, under His direction ' and 
guidance, might enable us to accom- 
plish. great things throughout the year 
that was ahead. We thought about a 
lad mentioned in John 6 who had a 
very simple asset of five barley cakes 
and two fishes, which, when placed in 


_ the hands of the Lord Jesus, were suf- 


ficient to feed more than five thousand, 
and we saw the peril of holding back 
any asset, no matter how small, that 


@ God has given us. 


And 
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We thought also of the marvelous as- 
set of the adequate supply of all our 
needs that is promised in Philippians 
4:18-20, and of the way in which that 
promise is linked to the boundless re- 
sources that are at the disposal of the 
creator and maintainer of the whole 
universe. 

b 4 

We saw something of an asset of wis- 
dom that is mentioned in Proverbs 3:13, 
14 that is better than gold and which we 
may have in liberal amount daily for the 
asking. 

ye 

The year has slipped away quickly 
and the time has come to ask ourselves 
how we have used these and other as- 
sets that have been ours. Are we sat- 
isfied, either as individuals or as a 
society as a whole, with the results that 
have: been achieved? Can we honestly 
say that we have put t6 work in the 
year that has gone the assets and op- 


. portunities that God gave us? If there 


were opportunities that were lost, do 
we know why they were lost and where 
they were lost? Retrospection that 
merely bemoans failures is discouraging 
and enervating. But if we can learn 
through retrospection what caused the 
failures and how they can be avoided 
in the year that is ahead, then it may 
be very profitable to examine the past, 
and ourselves, very carefully. — 
ve 


The Psalm chosen for our’ Scripture 
reading for this meeting records David's 
recollection of a very unpleasant and 
unprofitable experience in his life, but 
it brought him to the place of a con- 
fession and a realization of his need for 
cleansing and restoration and enabling 
for the future. If an inventory of our 
misuse or neglect of our assets and a 
recognition of our failure and need 
can bring us to the feet of our Saviour, 
acknowledging our own weakness and 
our need of His strength, then there 
promise for us in the year that is ahead! , 
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Let us not neglect, however, to draw 
encouragement from any successes and 
growth that we may see in the year 
that is gone. It.may prove helpful to 
list some of these successes as well as 
our mistakes and failures. Do they bal- 
ance one another? Let us thank God if 
the year has not been a complete loss 
and take courage as we go forward into 
1960, having no confidence in our own 
strength and ability but trusting solely 
that we are God’s workmanship “created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10). 

we 

Have there been any young people won 
for Christ either through the individual 
efforts of members of your group or 
through the society as a whole? Has 
your group or individual members of it 
rendered any real service to the church 
or Sunday school in the year that is 
past? If so, such efforts should be rec- 
ognized and thanks should be offered 
that God has been working out His pur- 


poses through you. If there has been 
little accomplishment for which praise 
can be rendered, then earnest prayer 
may be offered that God will show you 
what has been hindering. By God’s 
grace you may forget those things that 
are behind and reach forth unto those 
things that are before, pressing toward 
the mark for the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:13, 
14). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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A Christmas Study 
(Continued from page 972) 


His rest shall be glorious, for He Him- 
self is Shiloh or Peace, unto whom 
“shall the gathering of the people be” 
(Gen. 49:10) or, as Isaiah has it, “To it 
shall the Gentiles seek” (Isa. 11:10). 

At this point it is apparent in Isaiah’s 
prophecy that he was acquainted with 
and alluding to not only Nathan’s 
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prophecy of the Davidic line and its 
establishment but also to Jacob’s pre- 
diction for “the last days” (Gen. 49). 
The prophecy of Jacob was concerned 
with Judah, the lion’s whelp couching 
as an old lion, with Dan the adder that 
biteth the horses heels so that the rider 
shall fall backward, with Benjamin, the 
ravening wolf, devouring prey. But in 
the coming days of David’s kingdom, 
the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, the 
calf and the young lion shall lie down 
together, the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the adder’s (marg.) den (Isa. 
11). The anger of Simeon and Levi 
“was fierce; and their wrath... 
(Gen. 49:7); but, “They shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all my holy mountain” 
(Isa. 11:9). 

After this picture of the coming king- 
dom of peace, the prophet describes a 
final regathering of Israel into their 
land from the four corners of the earth. 
. The great evangelical prophecy closes 
in the lovely doxology of Isaiah 12. The 
first verse expresses Israel’s gratitude 
for her promised restoration—that Israel 
of whom the Lord had said, “The ox 
knoweth his owner, and the ass his mas- 
ter’s crib: but Israel doth not know, my 
people doth not consider” (Isa. 1:3). 
She was to be ransomed, healed, re- 
stored, forgiven. “Though thou wast 
angry with me, thine anger is turned 
away, and thou comfortedst me” (12:1). 

“Behold, God is my salvation,” sings 
the prophet. “Stand still, and see the 
salvation of the Lord, which he shall 
shew to you to day,” were the Passover 
night words which Moses uttered on 
the Egyptian side of the Red Sea (Exod. 
14:13). On the further side he broke 
out into song, “The Lord is my strength 
and song, and he is become my salvation” 
(Exod. 15:2); and the Prophet Isaiah 
here quotes his words, “For the Lord 
Jehovah is my strength and my song; 
he also is become my salvation” (Isa. 
12:2). 

The third verse of Isaiah 12, “There- 
fore with joy shall ye draw water 
out of the wells of salvation,” is an 
obvious allusion to the oasis of Elim 
with its twelve wells of water and 
threescore and ten palm trees, where 
thirsting Israel found water directly 
after singing the Song of Moses with 
Moses (Exod. 15:27). A prophetic inti- 
mation of John. 7: 37, 38! 


ve 
With the New Books 
This Way to Happiness. By Clyde M. 
Narramore. (Zondervan Pub. House, 


Grand Rapids 6, Mich. $2.95.) Psy- 
chology from a Christian gentleman is 
something refreshing, and we have it 
here in “This Way to Happiness.” This 
book will serve as a practical help in 
your home and mine. The author is a 
well-known practicing psychologist 
whose faith in Christ is unquestioned 
and whose relationship to. Christ has 
made his writings a challenge and a 
blessing to many. 
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Lesson for December 27 


with “The Guilt Complex,” “How To 
Handle Fear,” “Secrets of Success,” 
“Faith That Endures,” and many other 
timely and practical subjects. 
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The Conversion of a Jew 
(Continued from page 976) 


ing him the money to buy a ticket back 
to Graz. 

In January, 1939, he, together with 
many other youths, was sent to London 
for temporary asylum. In February, 
1940, he obtained a visa to the United 
States, and the Jewish Self Aid Society 
paid for his transportation. He arrived 
in this country in March, 1940. In 1942, 
the International Student Service ob- 
tained for him a scholarship at Okla- 
homa Baptist University in Shawnee, 
Okla. It was during~that time that I 
met him. In a letter to me he wrote, 
“With the exception of some free meals 
provided by the Quakers in London, 
here at Oklahoma Baptist University is 
the first time that non-Jews have ever 
done anything other than persecute 
me.” 

While at Oklahoma Baptist Univer- 
sity, he received in March, 1943, a call 
to service in the U. S. Army and left 
the University to be inducted from New 
York; and it was in New York that he 
made a public profession of faith in 
Christ at Calvary Baptist Church. Only 
then did he learn that the students of 
Oklahoma Baptist University had met 
every morning, before classes, to pray 
for him. 

He served with the army until 1946 
as an interpreter in a camp for German 
prisoners, and later as a medical tech- 
nician. Before going overseas he was 
made a U. S. citizen, thus affording him 
protection if captured by the enemy. 
He served in the army in various coun- 
tries overseas; and think of it, this 
Jewish lad (a neophyte) conducted 
Christian services for troops who were 
without a chaplain! In 1945, at the 
war’s end he was assigned to the medi- 
cal dispensary in Nice, a rest center 
for combat troops. Here again he 
proved that a Jew who accepts Christ 
automatically becomes a missionary. He 
Secured an auditorium from the Sal- 
vation Army, where, every Tuesday 
night, he held an evangelistic service. 
After his discharge from the army in 
1946, he re-entered Oklahoma Baptist 
University, and soon after he was bap- 
tized in University Baptist Church, 
Shawnee. Two years later, he received 
his B.S. degree. That year he married 
Mary Davis, a nurse and fellow student. 
Then he received an assistantship in 
zoology at the University of Tennessee 
in Knoxville. In 1950, he received his 
M.S. degree and a fellowship in phys- 
iology at the University of Rochester. 

In 1953, after he received his Ph.D. 
degree in physiology, he moved to 
Miami and became instructor in the 
School of Medicine of the university. 
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fessor. 


Two years later, he was assistant pro- 
His growth as a scientist has 
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been phenomenal. His research work 
has brought him many important dis- 
coveries in physiology that have earned 
for him a name as a distinguished 
scientist. Every year since 1953, he 
has presented reports of the progress 
made in his research to the congress of 
the Federation of American Societies 
for Experimental Biology and Med- 
icine. 

Dr. Weiss holds honors and mem- 
berships in professional and honor so- 
cieties. He is also active in various 
Christian societies, especially those of 
scientists, medical practitioners, and stu- 
dents. 

Now a few words to Jewish brethren. 
For long centuries Jewish people have 
been deluded into believing that no 
Jew can become a Christian by con- 
viction; that only the worst type ever 
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changed his religion; that if the convert 
(Meshumad) was not totally ignorant 
of Judaism, or: depraved, then he was a 
base coward in deserting his oppressed 
brethren to join their oppressors. Such 
has been the opinion generally held by 
Jews toward their brethren who dared 
to accept Jesus as their Messiah. His- 
tory refutes this distorted view. Ex- 
perience disproves it. Any well-informed 
Jew knows of many converts whom the 
Jewish people claim as their own be- 
cause they were really great. men. 
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In Dr. Weiss we have another living 
. refutation of that prejudiced belief. Dr. 
Weiss was reared as a good Jew. He 
had every reason to be proud of his 
honorable parents. He had good rea- 
son indeed to make -him hate so-called 
Christianity and love so-called Judaism. 
It. was his Jewish brethren who helped 
him to escape the Nazi hell and come 
to free America. Had he wished, he 
could easily have made his fortune 
within the “fold.”. He was blessed with 
all the qualities and attributes to secure 
acceptance and help, and his own peo- 
ple could have given him much more 
than that which he received from ‘the 
“goyim.” And yet, in spite of all, he 
became a- Christian. Why? It is a 
miracle. It is a miracle that may hap- 
pen to you or anyone else who wants 
to-know the truth at any cost. This 
truth is to be found in the Bible, your 
own Bible, including your own New 
Testament. 
cerely, earnestly and prayerfully, which 
Dr. Weiss did. 

Dr. Weiss did not become a Christian 
from ulterior motives, nor is. he weak 
in his mind, nor ignorant of the Thorah. 
He is not a “turncoat” or a traitor. On 
the contrary, he has become a better 
Jew, and just like any other true fol- 
lower of. Christ, he is ready to give his 
life for your salvation. 

The truth of all this you may prove 
for yourself. Search the Scriptures, 
find the truth and follow it; and see 
whether you will not become a better 
Jew. 

ATLANTA, GA. 
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“Choice Gleanings” Calendars 


But you must seek it sin-. 


+ 
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ANY Christians like to use, and to’ 


give as gifts, daily meditation cal- 
endars. “Choice Gleanings” calendars 
have been thus widely used for many 
years. For 1960, this calendar is avail- 
able in several forms. There is a wall 
calendar that sells for $1.75, made up of 
a calendar block of 4” x 5” pages for each 
day of the year, mounted on-a ‘card- 
board back, 7” x 11”, showing an attrac- 
tive scene in full color. There is also 
a desk style that sells for $1.85, and a 
book style that sells for $2, each of 
which carries the same calendar block 
as the wall calendar. 

The daily sheets show Scripture ref- 
erences for both morning and evening 
readings and also a daily verse for 
meditation with choice comments taken 
from the writings of outstanding Chris- 
tian leaders and Bible teachers of both 
the past and the present. These are 
often accompanied by appropriate bits 
of verse. The daily tear-off pages are 
so fastened that a:page can be removed 
without mutilation, if desired, and may 
be mailed or handed to a friend who 
may be helped or encouraged by the 
message; or they may be filed accord- 
ing to Scripture reference for future 
use in speaking or teaching. 

There is also a children’s calendar, 
in wall style only, that sells for $1.75. 
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The pages give texts, readings, puzzles, 
and projects, designed especially for 
young folks. 

The calendars may be had either from 
your favorite bookstore, or from Gos- 
pel Folio Press, Box 41, Grand Rapids 1, 
Mich. 
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For Family Worship 
By .Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 


Lessons, issued the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 
December 21 to 27 

Mon.—Acts 12:1-11. 
Peter Delivered From Prison. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “And when Peter 


was come to himself, he said, Now I. 


know of a surety, that the Lord hath 
sent his angel, and hath delivered me 
out of the hand of Herod, and from all 
the expectation of the people of the 
Jews.” The first men of the Christian 
Era, the apostles, have never . been 
equaled in their stature, station, or ex- 
perience in the service of the Lord 
Jesus. Their names, only, will appear 
on the foundations of the eternal City 
of God (Rev. 21:14). Many who claim 


Similar divine gifts, upon investigation, 


are found to have been- mistaken. Spir- 
itual results are the most convincing 
proofs of the grace of the Spirit. Ponder 
Matthew. 7:15-23; 2 Thessalonians 2: 
9, 10.. Pray for the Pillsbury Conserv- 
ative Baptist Bible College, Owatonna, 
Minn. : 
Tues.—Acts 12:12-19. 
. Peter Restored to His Friends. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “Then said they, 
It is his angel.» But Peter continued 
knocking: and when they had opened 
‘the door, and saw him, they were as- 
tonished. But he, beckoning unto them 
with the hand to hold their peace, de- 
clared unto them how the Lord had 
brought him out of the prison.” God 
answers the prayers of righteous peo- 
ple “exceeding abundantly” above what 
they ask or think. The grand secrets 
in prevailing prayer are: the worship 
of God in spirit and in truth; praying 
in faith and for the things that are in 
line with God’s will (1 John 5:14). 
Pray for Nyack Missionary College, 
Nyack-on-the-Hudson, New York. 


Wed.—Luke 1:68-79. 
Deliverance for All. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “That he would 
grant unto us, that we being delivered 
out of the hand of our enemies might 
serve him without fear, in holiness and 
righteousness before him, all the days 
of our life.” Spiritual enemies are far 
more to be feared than natural ene- 
mies. Paul gives us light on this in his 
words before Agrippa: “To turn them 


from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and inherit- 
ance among them which are sanctified 
by faith that is in me” (Acts 26:18). 
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What a deliverance! Have you been 
“delivered”? Pray for Midwest Bible 
and Missionary Institute, St. Louis. 


Thurs.—Luke 2:25-32. 
Light for the Gentiles, 


PRAYER SvuccesTions: “A light to 
lighten the Gentiles.” The Gospel to 


‘all nations is the great duty that lies 


upon all the people of God throughout 
this age of grace. There are approxi- 
mately 20,000 Protestant missionaries in 
the mission fields in Asia, but in the 
same countries there are said to be over 
400,000. “missionaries” spreading Com- 
munism. If God had not said, “How 
should one chase a thousand, and two 
put ten thousand to flight?” (Deut. 32: 
30; Heb. 11:34) we would have neither 
courage for prayer nor for labors for 
world evangelization. Let your light 
shine to the nations in every possible 
way. Pray for all Christian missionary 
societies and their missionaries. 


Fri—Matthew 2:1-12. 
Gifts for the King. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “And when they 
had opened their treasures, they pre- 
sented unto’ him gifts; gold, frankin-. 
cense, and myrrh.” They gave to the 
Lord indirectly through Mary and 
Joseph. We who know Him should 
know the agency through which we can 
best make our gifts to King Jesus. Plan 
your giving carefully and prayerfully, 
and make your gifts available’ as 
quickly as possible for the Lord’s use. 
Pray for poor Occupied China. 


Sat.—Psalm 121. Confidence in God. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “My help cometh 
from the Lord, which made heaven and 
earth.” Awareness of God and His 
faithfulness is the great necessity of 
your life en route to eternity. The 
greatest knowledge is the knowledge 
of God. And this becomes ours only 
in and through His Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. It is better to trust in God 
than in earth’s best and greatest. Man 
will fail; but God never. Our Saviour’s 
prayer on the cross (Psa. 22:7-22) gives 
us the most affecting example of. trust 
in God. Pour out your heart before 
Him. Let Him be your refuge, fortress, 
and high tower, whereunto you may 
continually resort. Pray for the Atlanta- 
Southern Bible College, Atlanta. 


Sun.—Joshua 1:5-9. 
God Goes Before Us. 

Prayer Succestions: “For the Lord 
thy God is with thee whithersoever © 
thou goest.” Moses coulds safely assure 
Joshua that God would be with him, 
and go before him, and give him mar- 
velous success. If we wholly follow the 
Lord as did Caleb and Joshua, then we, 
too, shall find the Lord fulfilling His 
great and precious promises to us. The 
Lord’s eyes are upon the righteous, and 
His ears are open unto their prayers. 
If you go as the Lord commands, you 
will have the fulfillment of His “Lo, I 
am with you alway” (Matt. 28:20). The 
Lord will be with you when and if you 
are with Him. “Best of all,” said Wes- 
ley when dying, “God is with us.” Pray 
for Wheaton College, Wheaten, Ill. 




















